PRESENTING YOUR TEACHING EXPERIENCE SERIES
Beginning a Teaching Portfolio: Questions to Consider
Center for Teaching Excellence, Duquesne University

The following questions are intended to guide the development of your teaching portfolio.  Jot down the answers and refer to this document as you decide what to include in order to best represent your work.

I. Define your audience
1. Why are you creating this portfolio? What is the purpose?
2. Who are your primary readers?  What do they value about teaching?

3. What types of evidence will be most important to these readers?  What types of teaching are most valued in your discipline (e.g., hands-on instruction, fostering critical thinking through discussion, mastery of information, etc.)  Highlight these aspects of your teaching without pandering to your audience.
II.  Know yourself

Use the following table to consider your teaching strengths and weaknesses.  Think about feedback you have received from various sources.
Sample on following page.

	My Teaching Strengths
	Evidence of those strengths.

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	My Teaching Weaknesses
	Evidence that I am addressing those weaknesses and that I am developing as a teacher.

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


SAMPLE:
	My teaching strengths

	Evidence of those strengths 
(not an exhaustive list)


	Leading discussions

	Student evals (TEQs
): students consistently list this as a strength

	Incorporating multimedia

	Student comments on evals.
Led workshop for other TAs on how to use film in class

Letter from advisor from classroom observation highlights this

	Availability to students
	Comments on TEQs.
e-mail from student thanking me

	Fostering critical thinking

	High TEQ scores on #8, “the instructor made the course content interesting”
Comments from students

Paper assignments

Student papers

	Fairness in grading

	Rubrics – used by other TAs
High TEQ scores on #7, “the instructor assigned grades fairly.”

	Professional interactions on teaching

	Served as experienced TA at orientation
Led department TA workshops

Attended several CTE workshops

Have regular discussions about teaching with advisor

	My teaching weaknesses and areas where I need more experience
	Evidence that I have addressed and am working to improve those weaknesses and addressed my lack of experience

	organization

	Students no longer list this as a weakness
Have a structure for organizing lesson plans
Advisor noticed and wrote about this improvement in recent observation

	Lecturing

	Attended workshop on effective lectures
Have begun to incorporate more interactive activities.

Recent TEQs have commented on “interesting lectures”

	Don’t have a variety of courses – have taught only one intro. course

	Have changed the course each semester I teach it
Other TAs have used my assignments and syllabus as a model

Created syllabus of course I would like to teach
Have guest lectured in other, higher level courses for Professor X.


� At Duquesne University, student evaluations are often received from the “Teaching Effectiveness Questionnaire,” or TEQ.





