PRESENTING YOUR TEACHING EXPERIENCE

Writing a Statement of Teaching Philosophy
Center for Teaching Excellence, Duquesne University
EXERCISE 2:  CRITICAL MOMENTS EXERICISE

From Ellis, D. & Griffin, G. (2000).  Developing a Teaching Philosophy Statement: A special challenge for graduate students.  Journal of Graduate Teaching Assistant Development, 7(2),  pp. 85-92.

Think about a course you have taught.  Draw an arrow from left to right in your journal and fit along the arrow the “critical moments” that you experienced as the course progressed.  Moments that occurred early in the course would be on the left.  A “critical moment” occurs when a learning opportunity either opens up or shuts down for your students, depending on how you respond.  Sample critical moments could include the first day of class, the first “stupid” question, the first graded assignment, or the first time the class understands a complex concept.  Pick 3-4 moments that really stand out for you and describe how you responded to them – for better or worse.  If your response was not ideal, what would you do another time you encountered a similar situation?

