PRESENTING YOUR TEACHING EXPERIENCE

Writing a Statement of Teaching Philosophy
Center for Teaching Excellence, Duquesne University
EXERCISE 3: THE SELF-REFLECTIVE INTERVIEW EXERCISE

From Ellis, D. & Griffin, G. (2000).  Developing a Teaching Philosophy Statement: A special challenge for graduate students.  Journal of Graduate Teaching Assistant Development, 7(2),  pp. 85-92.

Imagine that a reporter from a teaching journal asks to interview you for a special section on the qualities of effective teachers.  How would you respond to the following questions?

1. What is a “personal best” achievement for you as a teacher during the past year?

2. Who is the best teacher you have ever known?  What personal qualities make this person a great teacher?

3. How do the qualities of the best teacher you knew appear in your instruction?

4. If you could give others a gift-wrapped box that contained the best qualities of your teaching style, what items would that box contain?

5. If you could put the worst qualities you have as a teacher in the trash, what would you throw away?

6. What is one action you need to take to give up one or more of the latter qualities?

7. If you wrote a book about teaching, what would the title be?  What are three points about instruction you would make?
