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LIMITED DATA SET

TO BE COMPLETED BY THE RESEARCHER ONLY IF
USING A LIMITED DATA

INTRODUCTION:  

Health care data used for research, public health, or healthcare operations are necessary to advance healthcare initiatives.  But individuals and facilities have the right to specify how the data are used via a Data Use Agreement.  Data that are part of a limited data set, as defined below, may be used or disclosed for research, public health, or health care operations for limited purposes established by the parties under a data use agreement.  
HIPAA uses two terms, a “limited data set” and de-identified data.  De-identified data includes a – p (below) and the following:


q.
any date, except for year


r.
any city, state, and zip


s.
for subjects older than 89 years of age, age may not be specified

t.
other unique identifying numbers or codes that match the data to a specific 

individual.

A limited data set is protected health information that excludes all of the following direct identifiers of the individual or of relatives, employers, or household members of the individual:

a. Names

b. Postal address information other than city, State, and zip code

c. Telephone numbers

d. Facsimile numbers

e. Electronic mail addresses

f. Social security number

g. Medical record numbers

h. Health plan beneficiary numbers

i. Account numbers

j. Certificate/license numbers

k. Vehicle identification numbers, serial numbers, and license plate numbers

l. Device identifiers and serial numbers

m. Internet Universal Resource Locators (URLs)

n. Internet Protocol (IP) addresses

o. Biometric identifiers (such as fingerprint or voiceprint)
p. Full face photographic images and any comparable image

DUTIES FOR THE RESEARCHER:

When using a limited data set, a data use agreement between the covered entity and limited data set recipient (the researcher) must be signed and each entity must retain a copy prior to dissemination of the limited data set.

The covered entity must receive assurance from the recipient that the limited data set is being used for the purposes set forth in the agreement.  The covered entity can ask for an accounting of the data use.

The data use agreement must be retained for six years or the mandates of the research, public health, or healthcare operations, which ever is longer.
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Data Use Agreement 
Researchers value the protection of patient health information; therefore, a data use agreement must be signed for the use of the limited data set.

Within the research study, it may use or disclose a limited data set for research, public health, or healthcare operations.  It may use protected health information to create a limited data set or disclose protected health information only to a business associate for such purposes, whether or not the limited data set is to be used by the covered entity.

1.
Name and address of recipient and or user of the limited data set:

2.
This/These recipient(s) will not use or further disclose the information other than 
as permitted by this agreement.  The recipient will use the limited data set as 
follows:

3.
The recipient(s) will use appropriate safeguards to prevent use or disclosure of the 

limited data set.   All agents and subcontractors, such as but not limited to 
graduate students, research assistants, or co-investigators, to whom the limited 
data set is disclosed to, agrees to the same restrictions and conditions that apply to 
the original limited data set recipient.  The recipient(s) will disclose the 
information to:

The recipients will report to the covered entity any use or disclosure of the limited data set not covered under this data use agreement.  The recipients will not try to identify the data nor contact the individuals.

________________________



___________

  Signature






    Date
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