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CONSENT TO PARTICIPATE IN A RESEARCH STUDY

TITLE:



The Title of the Research Project

INVESTIGATOR:


Your name, address, telephone numbers 

ADVISOR: (if applicable:)

If this is student research, you should explain that it is 

                                                            in fulfillment of the degree at Duquesne University

SOURCE OF SUPPORT:
If research is funded, show funding source  

PURPOSE:
This section explains the purpose and method of the study in laypersons’ terms.   
YOUR PARTICIPATON:

Describe subjects’ involvement concretely, including what 

                                                            They will be asked to do, where they will do it, when they will do it, and approximately how much time participation involves. 

RISKS AND BENEFITS:
            Honestly appraise potential subjects about  

                                                            benefits that might arise from your study, as well as 

                                                            benefits and risks that might arise for persons participating as subjects.  If there are no foreseeable risks, write, There are no known risks beyond those of everyday life.
COMPENSATION:
State the monetary or other compensation that results from participation, including travel or other expenses.  If there is no compensation, say so.

CONFIDENTIALITY:
This is an important section in which you must be clear about whether data will include identifiers or not.  Names are not the only identifiers.  If names are anywhere linked to code numbers, then the code numbers are identifiers, too.   If data include no identifiers (for example, if written surveys are returned without names or identifying number), then the data are called “anonymous.”  If data include identifiers, then the researcher must make clear how identifiable data will be kept “confidential.”  Maintaining confidentiality is different than working with data that were anonymous from the start. Confidentiality requires that identifiable data are stored in a locked place to which only the researcher or other designated people have access.  Subjects should be aware of all people who have access to identifiable data, including transcriptionists.  Audio tapes and many video tapes often are inherently identifiable. When tapes are transcribed, all identifiers should be removed, both in reference to the subjects and in reference to anyone subjects talk about.  Taped identifiers often include more than names, but designations as well (for example, a description of someone’s unique position in an identified organization).  Potential subjects should be informed of all steps to ensure confidentiality.

RIGHT TO WITHDRAW:
Inform potential subjects that they may withdraw from the study at any time and that they may choose to withdraw their data as well.  Withdrawal should be easy; nothing in writing should be required.

SUMMARY OF RESULTS:
You should offer to provide participants a summary of results if they request.

VOLUNTARY CONSENT:
The paragraphs leading to signatures should read as follows:  

                                                           I have read the above statements and understand what is being requested of me.  I also understand that my participation is voluntary and that I am free to withdraw my consent at any time, for any reason.  On these terms, I certify that I am willing to participate in this research project.

                                                            I understand that should I have any further questions about my participation in this study, I may call Dr. Paul Richer,  Chair of the Duquesne University Institutional Review Board (412-396-6326).
                                                            In addition, invite subjects to contact you, as researcher, if they have any questions, and repeat your phone numbers here, and advisor’s if relevant, even though they were already shown on the first page.  

SIGNATURES:                                 Both the researcher and subject should sign, and each should hold a copy with original signatures.

_________________________________________



__________________

Participant's Signature





Date

_________________________________________



__________________

Researcher's Signature





Date

Initials:______________

Date:_______________
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