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History of National Disability  
Employment Awareness Month

In 1945, Congress enacted a law declaring the first week in October 
“National Employ the Physically Handicapped Week.” In 1962, the word 
“physically” was omitted to acknowledge the needs and contributions of 
individuals with all types of disabilities. In 1988, Congress expanded the 
week to a month, changing the name to “National Disability Employment 
Awareness Month.”
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National Disability Awareness Month

The annual disability luncheon is sponsored by the  

President’s Advisory Council on Diversity and the Office of Mission and Identity  

to raise the consciousness of the Duquesne University community about disabilities.
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Linda Dickerson, a 
1983 Duquesne alumna, is chief 
executive officer of the National 
Aviary and  also is a principal 
of 501(c) (3)2, a consulting firm 
that specializes in nonprofit 
management.  Formerly president 
of Riverview Publications Inc. and 
publisher of Executive  
Report, she also served as 
principal of Dickerson & Mangus 
Ink., an issues management and 

strategy consulting firm specializing in crisis communications 
and community affairs.

Dickerson is a member and past president of the Homeless 
Children Education Fund, and a member and past chair of 
the Greater Pittsburgh Convention and Visitors Bureau as 
well as the Zoological Society of Pittsburgh. A member of 
Duquesne University’s National Leadership Institute Honorary 
Advisory Council, she has been active on advisory boards 
for the Rangos School of Health Sciences, the A.J. Palumbo 
School of Business, the Nonprofit Leadership Institute and 
the Chrysler Corporation Small Business Development 
Center. She has been involved with numerous other civic and 
business organizations. 

Welcome Address
Charles J. Dougherty, Ph.D.
Duquesne University President

Invocation
The Reverend Timothy Hickey, C.S.Sp.
Executive Director, Office of Mission and Identity

Chair, President’s Advisory Council on Diversity

Remarks and introduction of speaker
Marla D. Bradford
Senior Employment Recruiter, Office of Human Resources

Guest Speaker
Linda Dickerson, A’83
CEO, National Aviary

Questions and Answer Session
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