


6. Justice Breyer and President Gormley talked about how leaders in the past
accepted Supreme Court rulings even when they disagreed with the rulings (for
example, Bush v. Gore). How was that important for democracy?

7. Judges, unlike politicians in other branches of government, cannot go on TV or
social media to defend themselves, even when attacked. Justice Breyer said
local bar associations and lawyers should help explain court rulings. Why 1is
that important, and what role can students play in that effort?

8. Why is Constitution Day a particularly appropriate day to talk about the
importance of judicial independence?

9. Justice Breyer mentioned specifically that high school students need to
understand how our democracy works. What can you and your generation do to
help preserve trust in our courts?

AP/Honors Level Questions

10. Justice Breyer referred to Federalist 78, where Alexander Hamilton considered
which branch of government should have the last word. Why did Hamilton
reject giving that final power to Congress or the President, and why did he
choose judges instead?

11. Justice Breyer mentioned that many United States Supreme Court cases are
unanimous, but the media often focus only on the decisions that come down to a
5-4 split between justices. How does the media’s focus on these split decisions
impact how people view the Court?

12. Justice Breyer opposed impeachment as a tool for disagreeing with decisions.
What danger did he say it would create for the judicial system, if efforts were
made to impeach judges every time their decisions were unpopular?




