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Honors its History-Making Alumnus

by Ken Gormley, 
President of Duquesne University

One of the most memorable days of my presideney 
eame on Sept. 7, when I was privileged to announee—in 
front of a paeked ballroom ňlled with law students, 
faeulty, staff, alumni and VIPs—that our prominent 
alumnus Tom Kline, Ľ78, had made a transformational 
gift of $50 million to the Law Sehool—the largest gift 
in Duquesne University’s 144-year history. The Sehool 
has been renamed the Thomas R. Kline Sehool of Law of 
Duquesne University.

It’s a true honor for any university president to name 
one of the institution’s flagship sehools after a generous 
philanthropist who wishes to advanee the mission and 
upward trajeetory of that sehool. In this ease, however, 
the privilege is even more profound and personal.
In naming the Sehool of Law after Tom Kline, we are 
honoring (at опее) the past, present and future of this 
speeial institution.

Tom Kline truly embodies the Duquesne story, the 
mission of our Sehool and the Spiritan ideal of serviee to 
others that flrst built the Law Sehool in 1911. In more than 
a metaphorieal sense, Tom’s journey, from working­
elass roots in Hazleton, Pa., to high sehool teaeher in 
his hometown, to stand-out at Duquesne Law Sehool 
(where he earned the Distinguished Student Award), 
to nationally aeelaimed trial lawyer in Philadelphia, 
reeognized for working tirelessly to aehieve justiee for 
ordinary eitizens and his unyielding eommitment to the 
highest standards of ethies, is the story of our Law Sehool 
itself.

In the 15 years in whieh I’ve gotten to know and 
deeply admire Tom, he and 1 have diseussed at length his 

desire to give baek meaningfully to the Law Sehool that 
made his extraordinary eareer possible. His vision of a 
worthwhile legaey is simple: to give present and future 
generations of law students and graduates the same 
opportunities that he has enjoyed in order to enrieh the 
legal profession that he eares so deeply about.

There is no question that the transformational gift Tom 
has made to his alma mater will do just that. Some of the 
funds will be used to ereate new seholarships that will 
help talented students—ineluding those who otherwise 
would have insuffieient h nanei al means—to reap the 
beneflts of an edueation from this distinetive Law School. 
Other funds aid in the recruitment and retention of 
talented Law School faculty; the expansion of our prized 
Bar Preparation program; the re-imagination of clinics 
that aid the underserved; the continued emphasis on 
public service as a critical aspect of myriad legal careers; 
and to make possible a continued rise in the rankings and 
reputation of the Law School, which makes the degrees 
of all graduates more valuable.

Make no mistake about it: This gift is a game-changer. 
It is among the largest gifts by any individual to any law 
school in the United States. It speaks volumes that Tom 
Kline has chosen to direct the fruits of his life’s work 
to the Law School where he got his start. It models the 
remarkable spirit and sense of integrity that has made 
our Law School—and our storied list of graduates—so 
great. Tom Kline and his exemplary career are products 
of our mission; and now, he honors that mission by 
advancing the Law School for a new era. No matter what 
area of law practice or civic engagement future classes of
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our students embark on, they will bear 
the imprimatur of the gold standard of 
skill, ethieal praetiee, high ideals and 
eommitment to justiee, as graduates 
of the Thomas R. Kline Sehool of Law 
of Duquesne University. The Spiritan 
founders of the University, and the early 
legal pioneers who built the Law Sehool 
in modest quarters near the eourthouse 
in downtown Pittsburgh 111 years ago, 
would be justly proud that their vision 
of integrity and professional exeellenee 
has taken root so beautifully to produee 
this moment when their dreams will be 
realized on a grander seale.

Even among those who have heard 
of Tom Kline’s stellar reputation as 
one of the top trial lawyers in the 
nation, many do not know the personal 
story that led him from humble roots 
in the hardserabble eoal eountry of 
northeastern Pennsylvania, to Duquesne 
Law Sehool, to the City of Pittsburgh 
where he shaped his goals as a young 
lawyer, to the eourtrooms aeross 
Pennsylvania where he brought his 
Duquesne training and honed his skills 
in the serviee of others. As we eelebrate 
this historie moment in the evolution of 
Duquesne University and its Law Sehool, 
Tom Kline’s story is one worth sharing.

Early History 
and Duquesne 
Law Training

Born in Deeember 1947, Tom Kline 
grew up in the Pennsylvania anthraeite 
eoal region, the son of a dress faetory 
manager whose grandparents emigrated 
to Ameriea from Lithuania. As a boy, 
“Tommy” worked summers slinging 
bundles of fabrie from maehine to 
maehine at Rival Dress Co. He learned 
to play the aeeordion, playing ehords in 
Rosebud’s All Aeeordion Band, whieh 
performed in ehoiee venues ineluding 
Moose Clubs, Polish wedding halls and 
loeal parades. (Tom realized he was not 
destined to be a musieian, yet he beeame 
a lifelong fan.) Having developed an 
interest in bowling from his mother.

Jeanne, he joined a league at the Hazleton 
Jewish Community Center. In sehool, he 
enjoyed a wide array of studies and was 
eleeted eláss viee president at Hazleton 
High Sehool.

When working with his hands, his 
skills were more limited. Tom returned 
from shop eláss and presented his dad 
with a funnel he had made, and his 
father, Isadore, turned to him and said 
with a wry smile, “It’s elear you’re going 
to have to make your eareer with your 
head, rather than your hands. ”

Tom enrolled at nearby Albright 
College, in Reading, Pa., where he studied 
liberal arts. He also listened to albums 
on his portable phonograph, favoring 
Bob Dylan, Simon & Garfunkel, the 
Beatles, and his favorite, Leonard Cohen. 
Regularly, his parents would send him 
letters and posteards ňlled with words 
of eneouragement. As the Vietnam War 
raged overseas, Tom beeame interested in 
politieal seienee and pre-law. He earned a 
solid seore on the Law Sehool Admission 
Test and graduated from Albright with 
honors (he would later reeeive the 
sehool’s Distinguished Alumni award).

Although his father, “Izzy,” urged 
him to attend law sehool, Tom opted 
to aeeept a job from Freeland Sehool 
Distriet—next to Hazleton—teaehing 
sixth grade soeial studies and putting law 
sehool on hold for six years. His salary as 
ateaeher in 1969 was a modest $6,300. 
Still, Tom relished the opportunity to 
stride into his elassroom wearing a wide 
paisley tie, thiek leather belt and aviator 
glasses, espeeially on days he taught 
Pennsylvania History and Geography, 
a eláss that eovered the founding by 
William Penn and the evolution of all 
67 Pennsylvania eounties. Still intent 
on advaneing his own edueation, Tom 
enrolled in a graduate program at 
Lehigh University, traveling over the 
mountains to take elasses on evenings 
and weekends, studying Ameriean 
history with an emphasis on 19th- and 
early 20th- eentury soeial and urban 
history. For his master’s thesis in 1971, 
Tom wrote a biographieal study of Justiee 
Robert C. Grier, the only state eourt 
judge in Pennsylvania (speeiňeally, from 

Allegheny County) who went on to serve 
on the U.S. Supreme Court. He thereafter 
eompleted all of the Ph.D. eourse work 
leading up to his ňnal dissertation. Before 
entering the ňnal stage of graduate 
studies, however, he deeided that his 
true ealling was to attend law sehool.

Tom already had begun dating his 
future wife, Paula Wolf, who grew up in 
Mount Carmel, elose to Hazleton. She was 
full of energy and equally adventurous. 
Paula had just graduated from Boston 
University and was beginning her own 
teaehing eareer in the Hazleton Sehool 
Distriet when the eouple married in late 
1972. They both loved their work in their 
respeetive elassrooms. Yet, Paula urged 
Tom to pursue his dream of attending 
law sehool; she was prepared to work full 
time as an elementary sehool teaeher to 
support both of them. Paula’s stepfather, 
Leonard, advised Tom that he should 
eonsiderhis (“Lenny’s”) own alma 
mater—an exeellent sehool in Pittsburgh, 
he insisted, ealled Duquesne University.

Soon thereafter, Tom and Paula made 
the trek aeross state to eheek out this

Tom relished the 
opportunity to stride into 

his classroom wearing 
a wide paisley tie, thick 
leather belt and aviator 

glasses, especially on days 
he taught Pennsylvania 
History and Geography.

plaee that had reeeived sueh a trusted 
endorsement. Tom walked into the Law 
Sehool in Roekwell Hall and met with 
then-Assoeiate Dean John Seiullo, a 
friendly ňgure who worked alongside 
Dean Ron Davenport. Seiullo quizzed 
the applieant; the two immediately
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Џ Working in the basement of the
Zappala law building, located steps 
away from the City County Building, 
down a black iron staircase, Tom 
would sit within earshot of legal 
luminaries of the day including 
attorney Zappala, County
Commissioner Tom Forrester, 
County Coroner Cyril Wecht and 
others, sopping up their legal 

è discussions and strategy sessions.

clicked. Both came from working-class backgrounds. Seiullo 
was impressed by Kline’s intellectual acumen, his easygoing 
nature and his laser-like focus on earning a degree—not just 
from any place, but embossed with the name of this particular 
Law School. Three days later, Kline received a letter in his 
mailbox back in Hazleton, accepting him into the program at 
Duquesne Law School. Paula and Tom taught their ňnal classes 
of the year, then climbed into their 1975 red Oldsmobile and 
drove across the Pennsylvania Turnpike, over the mountains 
and through tunnels, to their new home in Pittsburgh, where 
Paula had landed a job as a reading specialist at Hampton 
School District. They found a one-bedroom apartment in the 
newly built Cricklewood apartments on the edge of Duquesne’s 
campus, a stone’s throw from the Law School, and settled into 
their new life.

Fall of 1975 was an auspicious time to be starting law 
school. The movie Paper Chase had recently made a splash in 
theaters and had struck fear into the hearts of entering law 
students across the country. As if to mimic the role of the 
ňlm’s terrifying protagonist. Professor Kingsňeld, Tom’s Legal 
Process instructor. Professor Cornelius Murphy, admonished 
students that if they received an average C grade in his class, 
they should consider themselves lucky. Tom’s favorite class 
turned out to be Torts, taught by a young professor named 
Frank McClellan (who would go on to marry noted Duquesne 
Law alumna Phoebe Northcross Haddon, later Chancellor of 
Rutgers Camden University). Influenced by Yale Law School 
Dean and later federal appeals Judge Guido Calabresi, McClellan 
emphasized in Torts class the notion that the legal system had to 
achieve fairness and justice in seeking redress for plaintiffs who 
had suffered injury and other forms of harm through no fault of 
their own. The notion would stick with Tom.

One of Tom’s unlikely classmates who joined his group of 
study partners was Donn Clendenon, age 40, who had played 
baseball for the Pittsburgh Pirates and the New York Mets

Phoebe Northcross Haddon Ľ77 and Ronald Davenport.

and was now pursuing a law degree. Clendenon would often 
visit Tom and Paula’s Cricklewood apartment to lay on the 
couch with books spread across the floor, peppering Tom with 
questions about cases. (Clendenon admitted that even though 
he could stand in front of a crowd in an enormous baseball 
stadium and swat home runs without feeling nervous, he found 
law school thoroughly intimidating.) Tom, on the other hand, 
thrived on the work. By the end of First Year, he had excelled in 
every course. His ffnal grades put him just two hundredths of a 
point shy of the cutoff necessary to be eligible for the Duquesne 
Law Review. Disappointed but not one to dwell on near misses, 
Kline inquired about writing for the Law School magazine. 
Juris. Even though the position of editor was usually reserved 
for a 3L, the Juris advisor was none other than Associate Dean 
John Seiullo, with whom Tom had bonded. Recognizing this 
student’s natural writing talents, Seiullo swiftly appointed Tom 
editor, and Tom poured himself into that publication for the
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next two years. He even published an 
artiele, “Robert C. Grier: The Forgotten 
Judge, ” dusting off his old Lehigh 
master’s thesis and working hard to 
make Juris one of the best law sehool 
magazines in the eountry.

Mentors, Practical 
Experiences and 
Career Choices

Kline’s upper-level eourses ineluded 
Constitutional Law, taught by Dean Ron 
Davenport; Estates and Trusts, taught by 
Assoeiate Dean Seiullo; U.C.C., taught 
by Professor Ray Sekula; and Appellate 
Praetiee, whieh required appellate moot 
eourt arguments (whieh he enjoyed). 
Eager to apply law to real issues and 
eases, Tom landed a summer job with 
Stephen Zappala Sr. (later Chief Justiee of 
Pennsylvania) who had a large praetiee 
as a solieitor for many munieipalities, 
ineluding Allegheny County, and was a 
Demoeratie politieal powerhouse.

Working in the basement of the 
Zappala law building, loeated steps away 
from the City County Building, down 
a blaek iron stairease, Tom would sit 
within earshot of legal luminaries of the 
day ineluding attorney Zappala, County 
Commissioner Tom Forrester, County 
Coroner Cyril Weeht, and others, sopping 
up their legal diseussions and strategy 
sessions. He loved how the praetieal side 
of the legal edueation eomplemented 
his elasses. He started to see how it all 
eonneeted to making things happen in 
the real world.

As an outgrowth of his experienee 
with Zappala, Tom enrolled during 
his 3L year in Munieipal Corporations, 
taught by former City Solieitor and later 
Allegheny County Judge Franeis Barry. 
Drawing upon on his summer work and 
his experienee as a publie sehool teaeher, 
in that eourse Tom wrote his ňnal paper 
on the Publie Employee Relations Aet of 
1970, otherwise known as Aet 195, as it 
applied to the bargaining rights of publie 
sehool teaehers

When Tom graduated in June 1978, 
he was ehosen by the faeulty to reeeive 
the Distinguished Student Award, in 
reeognition of aeademie exeellenee and 
meritorious serviee to the Law Sehool. 
It was the greatest honor imaginable 
for a young man from Hazleton with no 
baekground in law before he had arrived.

Thanks to a good friend from his 
graduating eláss, Ann Striekland, Tom 
learned of a elerkship opening with 
Pennsylvania Supreme Court Justiee 
Thomas J. Pomeroy Jr. During law 
sehool, Tom had a goal of elerking for 
the Pennsylvania Supreme Court. In his 
mind, it represented a blending of high- 
level analytieal work, legal writing and 
praetieal applieations at the highest level.

Pomeroy was himself a towering ňgure 
in the legal eommunity. A founder of 
the Kirkpatriek, Pomeroy, Loekhart 
and Johnson ňrm (now K&L Gates), he 
had been initially appointed by Gov. 
Raymond P. Shafer and was Republiean 
by registration. Yet Justiee Pomeroy 
was serupulously nonpartisan and 
dedieated to the highest standards of the 
profession. As luek would have it, the 
Justiee was working on a major opinion 
involving Aet 195. Tom’s earlier paper 
on the topie now made him the perfeet 
ehoiee to join the Justiee’s ehambers.

Loeated in the William Penn Hotel 
downtown, it was a magieal opportunity. 
Tom shared a eonverted hotel room with 
Ann Striekland as their joint ofňee, and 
joined senior elerks Fred Thieman and 
Robert Hoelseher, who had graduated 
from Pitt and Harvard Law, respeetively. 
That year, the Pennsylvania Supreme 
Court deeided over 400 eases. Justiee 
Pomeroy authored nearly 50 of them, 
with the full engagement of his elerks. 
Tom found the work as an appellate 
law elerk to be exhausting, exeiting, 
energizing and inspirational. It opened 
his eyes to the prospeet of making his 
own mark on the legal profession in a big 
way.

Legal jobs were searee in the late 
1970s. For that reason, even before his 
elerkship, Kline had aeeepted a position 
at a small law ňrm in Pottsville, Pa., a 
half-hour away from Hazleton. Tom 
and Paula paeked up and moved there, 
remaining true to Tom’s promise to the 
ňrm, even though his starting salary 
barely refleeted a pay raise from his law 
elerk wages or his teaehing salary. Tom 
endeavored to ňt into this small praetiee. 
He was eneouraged to join the Rotary 
Club and other organizations so that he 
eould attrae! elients. He and Paula had 
their ňrst ehild—a baby, girl, Hilary, in 
Mareh 1979.

But it all didn’t seem right for Tom 
or Paula. Soon thereafter, Paula posed 
the question: “What, exaetly, are we 
doing here? ” In many ways, she said, 
they were baek where they had started, 
living a life similar to the one they had 
left in Hazleton. Paula eneouraged her 
husband to “think big. ” She reminded 
him that he had spoken effusively about 
the powerhouse plaintiffs’ ňrm in 
Philadelphia led by the legendary trial 
lawyer James E. Beasley, whom he had 
known from Beasley’s Supreme Court 
appearanees. Why not aim high and 
give it a shot? Tom agreed; he mailed 
a letter to Beasley with a eopy of his 
resume. A week later, he sat in the 
ofňee interviewing with Jim Beasley, 
himself, who offered the young lawyer 
a job on the spot. Returning home, Tom
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