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EDUCATION

Boston College, Ph.D. Theological Ethics, (Minor in Systematic Theology), May 1999. 
Dissertation: Transforming the Liberal-Communitarian Debate: Jacques Maritain’s 
Vision of Self in Community, directed by David Hollenbach, S.J. Doctoral comprehensive 
exams passed with distinction.

Yale University, The Divinity School, M.A. in Religion, cum laude, May 1989

William Jewell College, B.A. in Biology, English, Philosophy, & Religion, 1984

TEACHING AND RELATED EXPERIENCE

Positions Held
Chair, Department of Theology in the McAnulty College and Graduate School of Liberal 
Arts, Duquesne University, August 2022-

Associate Professor, Department of Theology in the McAnulty College and Graduate 
School of Liberal Arts, Duquesne University, August 2009-

Assistant Professor, Department of Theology in the McAnulty College and Graduate 
School of Liberal Arts, Duquesne University, August 2002–2009

Visiting Professor, Department of Religious Studies, College of the Holy Cross, 
Worcester, MA, September 2000–May 2002

Lecturer, Department of Theology, Boston College, Chestnut Hill, MA, Sept. 1999–May 
2000

Teaching Fellow, Boston College, Chestnut Hill, MA, 1994-1996

Teaching Assistant, Boston College, Chestnut Hill, MA 1992-1993

Graduate Assistant, Institute for Philosophy and Religion, 1990-1991, Boston University, 
Boston, MA

Counselor, The Pastoral Center, New Haven, CT, 1988-1989.
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Research Analyst, the law firm of Shook, Hardy, and Bacon, Kansas City, MO, 1985
1989.

Courses Taught
Doctoral Courses
• THEO 650: The Common Good
• THEO 650 Moral Theology Doctoral Seminar: Contemporary Theories of Justice
• THEO 650 Moral Theology Doctoral Seminar: War and Peace
• THEO 675: Catholic Social Teaching
• THEO 680: Special Topic Moral Theology Doctoral Seminar:
• THEO 695: Moral Theology and Health Care Ethics
• THEO 699 Research and Teaching Methodology in Theology
• THEO 527 and THEO 601 MA and PhD Seminar: Social Ethics
• THEO 590 Protestant and Roman Catholic Ethics (Ph.D. Directed Reading)
• THEO 590 Sexual Ethics (Ph.D. Directed Reading)
• THEO 590 Liberation Theology (Ph.D. Directed Reading)

MA Courses
• THEO 541: Foundations of Moral Theology
• THEO 543 Catholic Social Thought

Undergraduate Courses
• THE016 Christian Theology (Boston College)
• PL/TH: 091 Philosophy/Theology Perspectives on Western Culture (@ Boston 

College)
• BRDG 105T Introduction to Ethical Reasoning
• RELS 141: Contemporary Christian Morality (College of the Holy Cross)
• HONR 145: Honors Theology
• UCOR 182: Human Morality
• IHP (Honors) 188: War and Peace in the Christian Tradition
• UCOR 253 Health Care Ethics
• THEO 263 Religion and Politics
• THEO 264/PJCR 264: War and Peace in the Christian Tradition
• HONR 282 Faith and Reason (Honors Program)
• THEO 351: Sex, Sexuality, and Morality

Thesis/Doctoral Dissertations (Chair)
• Robert Van der Waag, A Model for Humane Economic Development: Hernando de 

Soto, Property Rights, and the Preferential Option for the Poor (2007)
• Joseph Oppong, An Assessment of David Hollenbach's Contribution to the Debate on 

Human Rights and its Future Promise (2010)
• John Slovokovski, Homosexuality and the Formation of Conscience: An Examination 

of Traditional Catholic Anthropological, Theological, and Ethical Evaluations in 
Light of Contemporary Moral Markers (2011)
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• James Menkhaus, Solidarity According to the Thought of Fr. Pedro Arrupe and Its 
Application to Jesuit Higher Education Today (2013)

• Mary Filice, Catholic Social Teaching and The Capability Approach to Human 
Development: A Critical Analysis and Constructive Proposal (2013)

• Paul Elius Esibu, Justice, Human Dignity, and the Capabilities Approach to Human 
Development: A Critical Proposal (2021)

• David Demboski, Between Physicalism and the New Dualism: The Moral Relevance 
of the Human Body for Catholic Ethics (2021)

• Matthew Garcia Scruggs, Natural Law and Latinx Social Ethics: A Narrative 
Approach (2021)

• Jeff Schooley, Stanley Hauerwas’ Approach to Christian Marital and Sex Ethics: A 
Review and Speculative Expansion (2022).

Doctoral Dissertations (Reader)
• Emmanuel Agbakwuru The Impact of Catholic Social Thought and Capitalism on the 

Social and Economic Development of Nigeria: The Role of Nigerian Culture in the 
Persistence of Poverty (2004)

• Timothy J. Swope, Defining the Church's Advocacy Role to the Modern Prison 
System (2004)

• David Roncolato, The Principle of Subsidiarity, Catholic Social Thought, and the 
Relationship Between Cuba and the United States (2005)

• Stephen Doering, Between Humanity and Divinity: Christ Consciousness in Jacques 
Maritain's On the Grace and Humanity of Jesus and the Epistemology of Michael 
Polanyi (2006)

• Nicholas Kockler, Courage for a Brave New World: Medical Genetics, Evolution, 
and a Roman Catholic Approach to Human Gene Transfer (2006)

• Andrew William Getz, The Role of Christian Faith in Public Moral Discourse: A 
Comparison of Selected Works from H. Tristram Engelhardt, Jr., Stanley Hauerwas, 
and Richard A. McCormick (2006)

• Peter Debo, Human Development in Populorum Progressio: Challenging Uganda's 
Development Claims (2006)

• Pamela Cartier Allen, Beggars Can’t Be Choosers or the Refugee as Moral Agent? 
(2011)

• Dennis W. Feltwell, Collaborative Justice: An Analysis of the Use of "Justice" in the 
Writings of Lisa Sowle Cahill (2013)

• Ryan Patrick McLaughlin, Theological Foundations for an Ethics of Cosmocentric 
Transfiguration: Navigating the Eco-Theological Poles of Conservation, 
Transfiguration, Anthropocentrism, and Cosmocentrism with Regard to the 
Relationship Between Humans and Individual Nonhuman Animals (2013)

• Augustine E. Ebido, Conscience and Community: Exploring the Relationship between 
Conscience Formation and Systemic Corruption in Nigeria (2014)

• Lianne Glaus, Ethical Justification of the Practice of Palliative Sedation as Part of a 
Continuum of Palliative Care (2014)

• Ann Vinski, A Constructive Account of Children's Moral Agency Drawing on Thomas 
Aquinas's Theory of Emotions (2015)
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• Rufus Burnett, Jr., Decolonizing Revelation: A Spatial Reading of the Blues (2016)
• Rooted in the Earth: An Igbo Sacramental Nature of the Universe, a Model for Igbo 

Christian Ecological Ethics (2022)

Doctoral Comprehensive Exams
• Daniel Adjei (2021)
• Emmanuel Agbakwuru (2004)
• John Allen (in progress)
• Michelle Blohm (2017)
• Mary-Paula Cancienne (2005)
• Justin Chay 2005)
• Sean Conoboy (2017)
• Patrick Doering (2002)
• Cary Dabney (2021)
• Eric Dart (2013)
• Zach Dehm (2021)
• Patrick Doering. (2003)
• Allison Downie (2006)
• Besem Etchi (2019)
• Mary Filice (2010)
• Robert Ford (2011)
• Tim Frazier (2022)
• Charles Gilmer (2021)
• Cory Hayes (2010)
• Andrew Hoy (2022)
• Sean Innerest (2002)
• Aaron Kerr (2003)
• Michael Komakec (2006)
• Peter Mawanda (2015)
• Michael McGravey (2013)
• Erin Meikle (2022)
• Gabriel Mendy (2006)
• Joseph Oppong (2006)
• Emmanuel Osigwe (2014)
• Anthony Palermo (2003)
• Matthew Scruggs (2019)
• Christopher Spiller (2004)
• Leo Tinkatumire (2005)
• Margretta Stokes Tucker (2005)
• Jeeson Stephen Vanattu (2021)
• David Wells (2011)
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MA. Theses
• Paul Eliud Esibu, Justice, Human Dignity and the Capabilities Approach: A Moral 

Assessment on Ghana’s Health Care Delivery System

Scholarship

Book

Rethinking Poverty: Income, Assets, and the Catholic Social Justice Tradition. Notre 
Dame: University of Notre Dame Press, 2010.

Book Chapters

“Integral Human Development: A Role for Children’s Savings Accounts?” in Integral 
Human Development: Catholic Social Teaching and the Capability Approach (Notre 
Dame: University Notre Dame Press, 2023).

“Palliative Care and the Common Good." In Palliative Care and Catholic Health Care - 
Two Millennia of Caring for the Whole Person, edited by Peter J. Cataldo and Dan 
O'Brien. Cham, Switzerland: Springer International Publishing, 2019.

Articles

“Land, Private Property, and the Universal Destination of Goods: A Catholic Perspective 
on Economic Inequality in Latin America,” Religion and Development, 1, (2023): 235
252.

“Catholicism and Unions: The Case for Adjunct Unions at Catholic Universities.” 
Journal of Academic Freedom 6 (2015).

"Preemptive Wars." In The International Encyclopedia of Peace. Edited by Nigel Young. 
New York and Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2010.

"The Preferential Option for the Poor and Asset Building: Using Public Policy to Expand 
Ownership to the Poor." Journal of Catholic Social Thought 5, no. 1 (2008): 81-98.

“A New Approach to Poverty Reduction: Helping the Poor to Save," In All Things, 
Winter 2005-2006.

“Asset Development and the Poor,” Journal of the Society of Christian Ethics 24, no. 1 
(Spring/Summer 2004): 51-72.

Book Reviews

Gilbert Meilaender and William Werpehowski, eds., Oxford Handbook of Theological
Ethics, Religious Studies Review 44, no. 1 (March 2018): 9-10

"Troy Dostert, Beyond Political Liberalism: Toward a Post-Secular Ethics of Public Life, 
Theological Studies 69, no. 1 (March 2008): 235-36.
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Margaret Farley, Compassionate Respect: A Feminist Approach to Medical Ethics and 
Other Questions in Theological Studies 65, no. 3 (September 2004): 683.

Daniel Harrington and James Keenan, Jesus and Virtue Ethics: Building Bridges between 
New Testament Studies and Moral Theology in Theological Studies 65, no. 2 (June 
2004): 438-439.

Pamela Brubaker, Globalization at What Price? Economic Change and Daily Life in 
Theological Studies, 64, no. 1 (March 2003): 199.

Presentations

“Justice! Justice! An Interfaith Panel Discussion on Morality and Law,” Duquesne 
University School of Law, Pittsburgh, PA (April 2018)

“Christian Perspectives in Migration and Immigration,” Migration and Policies on 
Immigration: Economic, Political, Legal, Cultural, and Moral Implications, A Panel 
Discussion sponsored by the Consortium for Christian–Muslim Dialogue, Duquesne 
University, Pittsburgh, PA (November 2017)

“Catholic Social Thought and the Capability Approach: Some Brief Thoughts on the Role 
of Assets in Promoting Integral Human Development.” Workshop on Catholic Social 
Teaching and The Capabilities Approach. Co-sponsored by the Keogh School of Global 
Affairs and the Kellogg Institute for International Studies, University of Notre Dame, 
Notre Dame, IN (September 2017)

“Addressing Social Exclusion in a US Archdiocese Through a Children's Savings 
Accounts Scheme: Integral Human Development in Practice? Invited presentation 
at Integral Human Development Symposium, Trinity College, Dublin, Ireland (2017)

"Rethinking Poverty: Insights from Catholic Social Teaching," Bishop Donald Trautman 
Lecture in Catholic Theology at Gannon University, Erie, PA (March 2017)

“The Capabilities Approach, Integral Human Development, and Children’s Savings 
Accounts,” Colloquium on Catholic Social Thought and the Capabilities Approach, co
sponsored by & Trinity College (Dublin) & University of Notre Dame, Dublin, Ireland 
(December 2017)

“The Ethics of Distributive Justice,” William Hal Furr Lecture, Dialogue on Religion 
University of Mississippi, Oxford, MS (October 2016)

“Structural Impediments to Saving: Why Sacrifice, Generosity, and Sharing Aren't 
Enough.” Society of Christian Ethics, New Orleans, Louisiana. (2016)

“The Common Good: An Impossible Possibility?” Presented at the symposium: “Public 
Theology and the Global Common Good: The Contribution of David Hollenbach, SJ” 
Boston, MA (October 2016)

Keynote Address, “Markets and Catholic Social Thought,” Symposium on Markets and 
Catholic Social Thought, Georgetown University (April 2016)
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“Ownership, Poverty Reduction, and Women's Empowerment,” Colloquium on Theology 
and the Capability Approach, co-sponsored by Leuven University and University of 
Roehampton, Ghent, Belgium (August 2015)

"Encouraging Asset-Building in Poor Communities: The Role of Law, Non-Profits, and 
Religious Organizations", Annual Meeting of the Society of Christian Ethics, Chicago, IL 
(January 2015)

“Martha Nussbaum’s Capabilities Approach and Catholic Social Thought,” Dominican 
School of Theology Colloquium, Berkeley, CA (July 2014)

“Catholicism and Unions: The Case for Adjunct Unions at Catholic Universities,” 
Annual Meeting of the American Association of University Professors (AAUP), 
Washington, DC (June 2014)

“Catholic Universities: Undermining the Church’s Social Teaching on Unions,” Annual 
Meeting of the College Theology Society (CTS), Latrobe, PA (June 2014)

“Rethinking Development,” Annual Meeting of the College Theology Society (CTS), San 
Antonio, Texas (June 2012).

St. Bede Parish, “Advent, Poverty, and Public Policy,” Pittsburgh, PA (December 2010)

"Just War Theory, Torture, and the War on Terror: A Catholic Perspective," Amnesty 
International Symposium: Human Rights and the War on Terror: Legal and Religious 
Perspectives, Duquesne Law School, Pittsburgh, PA (March 2007)

"The Bishops on Ownership: Overlooking the Structural Determinants of Wealth 
Creation," presented at a Symposium Celebrating the 20th Anniversary of Economic 
Justice for All, Catholic University of America, Washington, DC (February 2007).

"Assets and The Poor: An Interreligious and Interdisciplinary Dialogue," Religion, 
Politics, and the State Group & Religion, Public Policy, and Political Change 
Consultation, Annual Meeting of the American Academy of Religion, Washington, DC 
(November 2006).

"The Preferential Option and Asset Development: Using Public Policy to Expand 
Ownership to the Poor," presented at the Fourth Annual Symposium on Catholic Social 
Thought and the Law: The Meaning of the Preferential Option for the Poor for Law and 
Policy. Villanova University School of Law, Villanova University, (October 2006).

“Assets, the Poor, and Catholic Social Thought,” presented at Catholic Theological 
Ethics in the World Church Conference, Padua, Italy (July 2006)

"Alleviating Poverty: Why the Church Should Care and How Christians Can Help." 
Pittsburgh Theological Seminary's 66th Annual Summer Leadership Conference: What 
Does Justice Have to Do with Prayer? (June 2006)

"Ownership, Poverty and the Catholic Social Tradition," Franciscan Center for Catholic 
Studies, Siena College, Albany, NY (April 2006)
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“Predatory Lending and Other Challenges of the Working Poor,” Continuing Legal 
Education Program: Duquesne University Law School (February 2006)

“A Catholic Vision of War and Peace,” presented at Sacred Heart Parish, Pittsburgh, PA, 
March 2004.

"The Preferential Option for the Poor and Asset Building: Using Public Policy to Expand 
Ownership to the Poor," The Fourth Annual Symposium on Catholic Social Thought and 
the Law (Theme: The Meaning of the Preferential Option for the Poor for Law and Public 
Policy), Villanova School of Law, Villanova, PA (October 2006).

“Assets, the Poor, and Democracy,” presented at the annual meeting of the American 
Academy of Religion, Atlanta, GA (November 2003)

“Asset Development and the Poor," Forty-Fourth Annual Meeting of the Society of 
Christian Ethics, Pittsburgh, PA (January 2003)

Grants Awarded

Duquesne University, Fr. Richard V. Paluse Mission-Related Research Award, Center for 
the Study of Catholic Social Thought (2008)

Duquesne University, Wimmer Foundation Course Development Grant (2007)

Duquesne University, Russo Family Faculty Development Fellowship (2006-2007)

Duquesne University, Presidential Scholarship Award (2005)

Duquesne University, Learning Community Faculty Stipend (2005)

Duquesne University, Wimmer Family Foundation Faculty Development Award (2003)

Service

University and College Service
Chair of the Department of Theology (2022--)

College Council (2022--)

Member of the Consortium for Christian-Muslim Dialogue [name change is imminent] 
(2022--)

Advisory Board Member of Simon Silverman Phenomenology Center (2022--)

Faculty Senate Officer (2016--2020)

Faculty Senate Executive Committee (2014—2020)

College Workload Committee (2015—2016, 2021)
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College Core Curriculum Committee (2010—2012)

University Advisory Council (2009-11)

President’s Advisory Council (2009-2011)

Advisory Board Member, Center for the Study of Catholic Social Thought (2007-2011)

Member of Planning Committee, Symposium titled "Poverty Alleviation through 
Sustainable Business Development," Sponsored by the Center for Catholic Social
Thought in collaboration with the Palumbo-Donahue School of Business (2007)

Russo Family Faculty Development Fellowship Selection Committee (2009)

Member of Planning Committee, Symposium titled "The Politics and Ethics of Welfare 
Policy: A Continuing Debate," sponsored by The Center for the Study of Catholic Social 
Thought and the Graduate Center for Social and Public Policy (2007-2008)

Russo Family Faculty Development Fellowship Selection Committee (2007)

Member of Search Committee for the Vernon F. Gallagher Chair for the Integration of 
Science, Philosophy, Theology, and Law (2006-2007)

Presidential Scholarship Award Selection Committee (2006)

Moderator, Faith and Politics Symposium, “Immigration and the Plight of Immigrants:
Politics, Policy, Morality (2006)

Member of Faith and Politics Symposium Planning Committee (2005-2008)

Member of University Core Curriculum Committee, Social Justice Theme Area (2005)

Member of Dean’s ad hoc committee charged with developing a proposal to implement 
the Strategic Plan’s call for a Center for the Study of Catholic Social Thought (2003
2004)

Departmental Service
Co-Chair, Siena/Duquesne Lecture Series, (2020-)

Chair, Department Workload Committee (2019-2021)

Graduate Program Committee (2017-2019)

Library Committee (2013-2014)

Chair, Search Committee for Chair of Theology Department (2011-12)

Director of Undergraduate Studies (2006-2012)

Chair, Moral Theology Graduate Comprehensive Examination Revision Committee 
(2007)
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Chair, Undergraduate Program Committee (2006-2012)

Member, Departmental Promotion and Tenure Committee (2009-)

Member, M.A. Admissions Committee (2006-2009)

Chair, Faculty Search Committee (2006-2007)

Peer Teaching Evaluator (2006-)

Member, Faculty Search Committee (2005-2006)

Member, Undergraduate Program Committee (2003-2006)

Webmaster (2002-2005)

Departmental Liaison, Vice-Presidential (Provost) Lecture (Spring 2003)

Departmental Coordinator for the United Way Campaign (Fall 2002)

Professional Service
Editorial Board Member and Ethics Editor, Religious Studies Review, Religious Studies 
Review (2019-)

External Reviewer: Siena College, Department of Religious Studies, Albany, New York 
(Spring, 2013)

Referee various publications (Theological Studies, Journal of the Society of Christian 
Ethics, Theology Today, Georgetown University Press, among others)

Convener: Ethics and Political Economy Interest Group, Annual Meeting of the Society 
of Christian Ethics (2005-)

Convener: Book Discussion, Daniel Lee, Navigation Right and Wrong: Ethical Decision 
Making in a Pluralistic Age, Annual Meeting of the Society of Christian Ethics, Chicago, 
IL, 2004.

Memberships in Professional Organizations
American Academy of Religion

Catholic Theological Society of America

College Theology Society

Society of Christian Ethics
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