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Dear Graduate,

Today is a special day for you, and your family members, as you receive 
your hard-earned diploma from Duquesne University of the Holy 
Spirit. On behalf of the entire Duquesne University community, I 
extend my heartfelt congratulations. You worked hard to get to this 
point, and we’re incredibly proud of all that you’ve accomplished. 
From this special University with a 147-year tradition of excellence, 
you can go anywhere and achieve the highest levels of success. We 
look forward to watching you embark on exciting paths and transform 
the world in the years to come. And we welcome you to a new status 
in our University community, as you officially join the ranks of more 
than 100,000 Duquesne University alumni around the globe.

Congratulations – the entire Duquesne University family salutes 
your success!

Sincerely,

President, Duquesne University
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December 2025 Commencement

DUQUESNE UNIVERSITY

PRESIDING 
Kenneth G. Gormley, J.D. 

University President

PRELUDE
Fanfare to “La Péri” ...............................................................................Paul Dukas 

arr. Wayne Barrington

OPENING OF CEREMONY .................................... David J. Dausey, Ph.D., Ed.D.
Executive Vice President and Provost

PROCESSIONAL
Pomp and Circumstance ................................................................. Edward Elgar 

arr. Michael Green

THE STAR-SPANGLED BANNER............................................John Stafford Smith 
arr. Garrett Hoffman 

lyrics: Francis Scott Key 

led by Madeline Westwood

INVOCATION ...............................................................Rev. Andrew Phan, C.S.Sp.
Assistant Director of Spiritan Campus Ministry

WELCOME ...............................................................David J. Dausey, Ph.D., Ed.D.

PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS ..........................................Kenneth G. Gormley, J.D.

CONFERRAL OF HONORARY DEGREES ................. Kenneth G. Gormley, J.D.

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE 
honoris causa 

upon 
Anne Schleder Bahl

BACHELOR OF ARTS 
honoris causa 

upon 
Robert Francis Bahl

COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS .....................................................Corey O’Connor
B.S.,’07
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PRESENTATION OF SCHOOLS .........................................Kristine L. Blair, Ph.D.
Dean, McAnulty College and Graduate School of Liberal Arts

Karen Donovan, Ph.D. 
Senior Associate Dean, Palumbo-Donahue 

School of Business Administration

James Drennen III, Ph.D.
Dean, School of Pharmacy

David Allen Wehr, M.M.
Dean, Mary Pappert School of Music

Gretchen Givens Generett, Ph.D. 
Dean, School of Education

Mary Ellen Glasgow, Ph.D., RN, ACNS-BC, ANEF, FNAP, FAAN 
Dean, School of Nursing

Fevzi Akinci, Ph.D. 
Dean, John G. Rangos, Sr. School of Health Sciences

Ellen Gawalt, Ph.D.
Dean, School of Science and Engineering

CONFERRAL OF DEGREES ..........................................Kenneth G. Gormley, J.D.

ALMA MATER ................................................................................... Robert Traugh
Words and Music on Page 4 arr. Benjamin Cornelius-Bates 

lyrics: Kenneth G. Gormley, J.D.

led by Madeline Westwood

BENEDICTION............................................................. Rev. Andrew Phan, C.S.Sp.

RECESSIONAL
Ode to Joy ....................................................................... Ludwig van Beethoven

arr. David R. Thomas

(The audience is requested to remain at their seats during the recessional)

MARY PAPPERT SCHOOL OF MUSIC MUSICIANS 
Andrew Taylor, trumpet 

Omar Martinez-Rosete, trumpet 
Zachary Frank, horn

Damon Webb, trombone
Nicholas Todorov, tuba

Benjamin Cornelius-Bates, keyboard 
Madeline Westwood, soloist
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Duquesne University Alma Mater

Music by Robert Traugh | Words by Ken Gormley 
Inspired by Rev. John F. Malloy, C.S.Sp.
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Commencement Speaker
Corey O’Connor, B.S. ’07

Mayor Elect, City of Pittsburgh

A lifelong Pittsburgher, Corey O’Connor grew up 
in Squirrel Hill, attended East Hills Elementary, 
and earned his degree in early childhood 
education from Duquesne University in 2007. 
He began his career working on community 
development for Congressman Mike Doyle before 
entering public service himself.

Elected to Pittsburgh City Council in 2011, Corey 
represented District 5 for more than a decade, 
focusing on community revitalization, public 
health, and equity. His legislative achievements 

include authoring the City’s Paid Sick Days Act, advancing affordable housing, 
passing common-sense gun reforms, and securing record investments in early 
childhood education and neighborhood infrastructure.

In 2022, Corey was elected Allegheny County Controller, where he prioritized 
transparency, accountability, and fiscal responsibility. He led audits and 
investigations that exposed inefficiencies, uncovered unused public funds, and 
strengthened ethics and pension protections.

In 2025, Corey O’Connor was elected the 62nd Mayor of Pittsburgh. As Mayor­
Elect, he is preparing to lead a city government focused on service, equity, and 
results — strengthening neighborhoods, improving delivery of city services, and 
building a more resilient and inclusive Pittsburgh for all residents.

Corey lives in Point Breeze with his wife, Katie, their two children, Molly and 
Emmett, and their dogs, Tippy and Nova.
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Honorary Degrees
Anne Schleder Bahl and Robert Francis Bahl

Anne Schleder Bahl attended Duquesne University from 
1935-36 where she met her husband, Robert Francis Bahl. 
As valedictorian of her high school, she earned a one-year 
scholarship. Though the Great Depression prevented her 
continuation, she never stopped learning. Her passion for 
botany led her to be a featured wildflower columnist and 
illustrator for local newspapers and to serve as a docent at 
Phipps Conservatory.

Anne volunteered with the YWCA, held leadership 
positions with the Girl Scouts, and led discussion groups
for the Great Books Program. She later helped establish 

a library at a school in Philadelphia, where she volunteered weekly. Anne also 
supported individuals with hearing loss, which she had experienced most of her 
life. She served as vice president of her local chapter of Self Help for Hard of Hearing 
People, and she and Robert funded an assistive hearing system in their church. Anne 
died in 2016 at the age of 98.

Robert Francis Bahl was valedictorian at Duquesne 
University Prep School and earned a full scholarship to 
Duquesne University, where he wrote for the newspaper 
and yearbook and excelled academically. Unfortunately, 
he had to end his studies early, to help support his mother 
and younger brother during the Depression.

Robert began his career as a secretary and his writing 
skills soon propelled him to composing executive-level 
correspondence. He went on to work for Keystone 
Plumbing Sales Co., where he progressed from an 
advertising position to company president and part owner. 

He made meaningful connections with employees, playing ping-pong with them at 
lunch and establishing a profit-sharing program.

Robert designed puzzles for local newspapers and was an avid photographer. He 
served as president and secretary of the Botanical Society of Western Pennsylvania 
whose “Wildflowers” bulletin he launched and produced for many years. He and Anne 
traveled the country identifying and photographing wildflowers which he shared in 
presentations. His writing and photographs were featured in the Society’s guidebook, 
“Wildflowers of Western Pennsylvania.” Robert died in 1998 at the age of 80.

Of all their accomplishments, their family was most important to Anne and Robert, 
and they made it a priority to ensure their children could pursue the higher education 
they were never able to obtain. Tragically, their son was killed in Vietnam, but their 
four daughters all went on to earn advanced degrees.
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The Academic Procession

The Provost/Academic Vice President serves as the Commencement Marshal, 
holds the University mace and presides over the Academic Procession while 
standing directly in front of the platform. The raising of the mace signals that the 
Commencement ceremony is ready to begin. As the processional music begins, 
the procession of first the candidates for degrees, then the faculty and finally the 
platform party will file in. The audience should rise and remain standing until 
after the invocation.

Candidates for undergraduate degrees may be identified by the color of the tassel 
on the cap—which signifies the discipline. If they are receiving an advanced 
degree, the color on the neck band of the hood signifies the field of study.

Colors Distinctive of the Disciplines

White: Arts Light Blue: Education

Yellow: Sciences Apricot: Nursing

Drab: Business Purple: Law

Sage: Pharmacy Royal Blue: Philosophy

Pink: Music Orange: Engineering
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Academic Vestments

The gown, the cap, and the hood, representing the major components of the 
academic dress, are a ceremonial inheritance from the medieval universities of 
the eleventh and twelfth centuries, where clothing was an outward sign of social 
privilege and responsibility. Our usage of academic regalia derives from the early 
English universities. Academic clothing was first introduced at St. Peter’s College, 
Cambridge University, in about 1284 A.D. Each school or college in Cambridge 
and in Oxford developed different methods to signal the various levels of degrees 
and the awarding institution. In America, in 1894 an Inter-Collegiate Commission 
met to adopt a uniform style for all degrees for all colleges and universities. The 
resulting code stated that every undergraduate robe would be the same style; 
likewise, every master’s robe and every doctor’s robe. Thus the academic dress 
worn by those participating in today’s academic procession symbolizes both the 
level of their academic attainment and the institution they attended.

Gown
Although the gown is more frequently black, certain universities have authorized 
the use of colored gowns. The bachelor’s and master’s gowns were originally 
fashioned from black serge wool; today they are often of synthetic fabrics. The yoke 
of the bachelor’s gown is designed to be worn closed and features long, flowing 
and pointed sleeves. The master’s gown is designed to be worn open or closed. The 
sleeves are very long with squared ends, and the front part has an arc cut away. 
The wearer’s arms protrude through slits at the elbows. The gown for the doctor’s 
degree is made of wool, serge, or silk with an open front faced with wide velvet 
panels running from top to bottom. The sleeves are loose and bell-shaped with 
three encircling bars of velvet in black or in the color of the discipline in which the 
doctorate was obtained.

Hood
The most outstanding feature of the academic dress is the hood. It is usually worn 
only for the master’s and doctor’s degrees. The doctor’s hood is longer than the 
master’s hood (four feet vs. three and one half feet) and has distinguished panels 
inside. The college or university granting the degree is indicated by the color of 
the hood lining. Here, the panels are blue and red. The velvet trim on the hood 
indicates the field in which the degree was granted.

Cap
The standard cap is the mortarboard—or the Oxford-type cap— which appeared 
at Oxford after 1769 and replaced the round soft beret-like cap still worn at 
Cambridge. Its shape is variously explained as like the scholars and their books, or 
as derived from the Master Workman’s actual mortarboard, or from the quadrangle 
shape of the campus. It is usually the color of the gown—black. The tassel is the 
color of the school for the undergraduate and worn on the right side of the cap until 
the moment the degree is conferred by the president. Then it is swung to the left 
side. The tassel for the master’s degree is black and worn over the left front quarter 
of the cap. The tassel for the doctor’s degree is also worn over the left front quarter 
of the cap and is of gold thread.
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McANULTY COLLEGE AND GRADUATE SCHOOL 
OF LIBERAL ARTS

Kristine L. Blair, Ph.D., Dean

BACHELOR OF ARTS AND 
BACHELOR OF SCIENCE DEGREE 

CANDIDATES GRADUATING
WITH ACADEMIC HONOR

SUMMA CUM LAUDE

Aneliza Cadena
Julia Ryan Campagna 
Isabella Maria Donato 
Maria Elizabeth Langal 

Isabella Marsh
Amani Mehr

Amber Myriam Murphy 
Olivia Nicole Norris 
Katrina Kayano Rand

Abigail Claire Simpson 
Cassidy Lynn Vaccarello

MAGNA CUM LAUDE

Mackenzie Kennedy Bailey 
Madalynn Noel Bunyak

*Elizabeth Abigail Crawford

Nicholas Joseph Licata
Brooke Marie Massaro

Benjamin Alexander Prantl

CUM LAUDE

Elizabeth Kathryn Glover
Erin Teresa Kirk

Anthony James Kruk
Gavin Martin Perrine

Jacob Rankin

Jocelyn Marie Schaaf
Drew Thomas Waters

Natalie M. Weicht 
Joseph Michael Wodarek Jr.

*Erin Semerod

*August 2025 Graduate
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GRADUATES OF
THE McANULTY COLLEGE AND

GRADUATE SCHOOL OF LIBERAL ARTS

CANDIDATES FOR THE BACHELOR OF ARTS DEGREE

Julien Altamare
Mackenzie Kennedy Bailey 
Corey Jaye Barnes Jr.
Katie Jane Beers
Jamal Meki Bigstaff
Tommy Brandt
Casey Alexandria Breier

*Ella Grace Brewer 
^Madalynn Noel Bunyak
Taj Deonne Butts
Aneliza Cadena
Julia Ryan Campagna 
Jahsean Hakim Corbett 

*Cameron Marie Counts 
*Cameron Mikel Crawford 
*Elizabeth Abigail Crawford 

Lucas Christopher Criona 
*Carnell Benedict Davis 

Hannah Marie DePra 
^Isabella Maria Donato 

Ryan Kieran Dunne 
Maximus Bret Edwards 
Antonio Thomas Epps 
Lindsey Isabel Faulkner 
Temesgen Feldkamp TF 

*Gabriele Francesco Gerbino 
Elizabeth Kathryn Glover 
Brandon Maceo Hall
Hala Bassam Hammudi 
Ethan Thomas Hanson 
TJ Jones

*Liza Marie Kendall
Erin Teresa Kirk 
Anthony James Kruk 

^Maria Elizabeth Langal 
Nicholas Joseph Licata

Elizabeth Marie Madden
Cassandra Elida Marchese
Isabella Marsh
Brooke Marie Massaro
Grant McIntosh
Amani Mehr

^Amber Myriam Murphy 
Elizabeth Rose Murray 
Maya Madison Musse 
Katlyn Hunter Nagy 
Jacqueline Cecilia Nestor 
Olivia Nicole Norris
Gavin Martin Perrine 
Benjamin Alexander Prantl 
Katrina Kayano Rand
Jacob Rankin

*Elizabeth Susanne Rees
Alex Reese III
Scott Brooks Robinson II 
Casey Bristol Rozier
Myra Carmen Samantha Samuel 

^Jocelyn Marie Schaaf
*^Erin Semerod

Ian Matthew Sheehan
Megan Lee Sheng
Abigail Claire Simpson
Jaylen Lee Stephens
Cassidy Lynn Vaccarello

*Maria Jo Vigliotti
Drew Thomas Waters
Natalie M. Weicht
Alexander Jamal Williams
Joseph Michael Wodarek Jr.
Julia Rose Wynne
Michael Benjamin Yazemboski

*August 2025 Graduate
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CANDIDATES FOR THE MASTER OF ARTS DEGREE

*Alexa Billetdeaux
Major: Corporate Communication

*Ethan William Paul Csont
Major: English

*Angella Marie DiPasquale
Major: English

Katherine Emrick
Major: History

Joseph Patrick Heffley
Major: History

Jacob Cutler Hirtenstein
Major: Philosophy

Jermaine Louis Johnson Jr.
Major: Communication

*Noah Zachary Madden
Major: English

Euphemy Maua Mayencle
Major: Applied and Public

Sociology
Thesis: Knowledge Acquisition

to Enhance Sexual and 
Reproductive Health 
Among Kenyan Adolescents

Director: Michael Irwin, Ph.D.

John Anderson Murphy
Major: Philosophy

Harry Russell Olenick
Major: History

Alexandra Mary Orantes
Major: Catholic Healthcare Ethics

*Jessica Lynn Segal
Major: Applied and Public 

Sociology
Thesis: Healthy and Successful 

Aging Outside the Closet: 
How Outness and Social 
Support Relate to Health 
and Aging Concerns

Director: Cathleen Appelt, Ph.D.

Areesha Zahid
Major: Rhetoric & Philosophy 

Communication

CANDIDATES FOR THE MASTER OF SCIENCE DEGREE

*Ian Michael Lechliter 
Major: Leadership

*Megan Lee McConnell 
Major: Leadership

Annamaria J. Menes
Major: Leadership

Andrea Jean Morgan
Major: Leadership

Gregory A. Placencia
Major: Leadership

CANDIDATE FOR THE MASTER OF FINE ARTS DEGREE

Josalyn Grace McMillan
Major: Media Arts & Technology

*August 2025 Graduate
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CANDIDATES FOR THE DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY DEGREE

Frank Teye Addey
Major: Healthcare Ethics

Dissertation: A Role for Compassion in Clinical Ethics Chaplaincy
and Consultation

Director: Gerard Magill, Ph.D.

James Olatunde Adeoye
Major: Theology

Dissertation: An Appraisal of Paul Knitter's Correlational and Globally
Responsible Model of Interreligious Dialogue: Its Relevance
to Christian-Muslim Dialogue in Ilorin

Director: Daniel Scheid, Ph.D.

*Jacklyn Kate Corsitto
Major: Clinical Psychology

Dissertation: Collecting the Strands: A Psychoanalytic Study on Hair-Pulling 
in Women

Director: Derek Hook, Ph.D.

Samuel Kwame Danso
Major: Healthcare Ethics

Dissertation: The Ethical Imperative to Foster Global Public Health
Director: Gerard Magill, Ph.D.

*Matthew John Devine
Major: Clinical Psychology

Dissertation: Illness Terminable and Interminable: A Lacanian Exploration of
Medical Assistance in Dying

Director: Derek Hook, Ph.D.

Rochel L. Gasson
Major: English

Dissertation: The Making of Jewish-American Progress in Gertrude Stein‘s,
The Making of Americans: Being a History of a Family‘s Progress

Director: Linda Kinnahan, Ph.D.

Basak M. Guven
Major: Rhetoric

Dissertation: Seyla Benhabib and the Field of Communication: Nourishing and 
Sustaining the Fragile Plurality of the Human Condition

Director: Janie Harden Fritz, Ph.D.

*Abbey Nicole McCann
Major: Rhetoric

Dissertation: Popular Culture as Conduit: Navigating Integrated Marketing
Communication in an Age of Hyperconsumerism

Director: Anthony Wachs, Ph.D.

*August 2025 Graduate
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Seth Ryan McPherson
Major: Rhetoric

Dissertation: The Communication Ethics and Rhetorical Theory of E. Stanley
Jones (1884-1973)

Director: Janie Harden Fritz, Ph.D.

Allegra A.Merriweather
Major: Healthcare Ethics

Dissertation: (Un)Intended Consequences of Race in Medicine: The Ethics
of Race-Based Medical Practice and the Perpetuation of
Structural Racism

Director: Joris Gielen, Ph.D.

Anna Elizabeth Meurer
Major: Healthcare Ethics

Dissertation: Operationalizing Professional Discretion in Health Care Through
a Structures of Virtue and Vice Approach

Director: Joris Gielen, Ph.D.

Fortunatus Mugisha
Major: Theology

Dissertation: An Ancient and Future Model of Ecclesial Ministry: Exploring
Insights from African Ecclesiology for a Revitalized Understanding 
of the Catechist in the Amecea Region

Director: Radu Bordeianu, Ph.D.

Brianna Morgan Stich
Major: Clinical Psychology

Dissertation: Hoarding and the Hoarded Home: A Phenomenological and
Psychoanalytic Study

Director: Leswin Laubscher, Ph.D.

John M. Witt
Major: Healthcare Ethics

Dissertation: A Critical Interpretation of Emerging Healthcare Technologies in
Light of Traditional Christian Ethical Hermeneutics

Director: Gerard Magill, Ph.D.

*August 2025 Graduate
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PALUMBO-DONAHUE SCHOOL OF BUSINESS

Dean B. McFarlin, Ph.D., Dean

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN
BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION DEGREE 

CANDIDATES GRADUATING WITH
ACADEMIC HONOR

SUMMA CUM LAUDE

*Mackenzie Marie Cahill 
Ashton R. Jell

Joshua A. Soltis
Luke Edward Wilhelm

MAGNA CUM LAUDE

Ryan Edward Dimitroff
Justin Michael Glass 
Adam Jeffrey Larson

CUM LAUDE

Samuel Paul Bessell 
William Michael Casey 

Alvin Muteshi Earl
Matthew Gary Kulka

*Gina Mae VanSlander 
Kaylee Florence Walker

*August 2025 Graduate
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GRADUATES OF THE PALUMBO-DONAHUE
SCHOOL OF BUSINESS

CANDIDATES FOR THE BACHELOR OF SCIENCE 
IN BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION DEGREE

*Amanda Nicole Beers 
Samuel Richard Bennett 
Samuel Paul Bessell 
Jonathan Robert Bickerton 

^Harrison Michael Burckart 
*Mackenzie Marie Cahill 
William Michael Casey 
Ryan Edward Dimitroff 
Alyssa Jayne Draghi 
Emily Nicole Drew 
Alvin Muteshi Earl 
Tyler Henry Eckersley 
Avery William Gilges 
Justin Michael Glass 
Daniel Matthew Gordon 
Samir Mudieb Haddad Jr. 
Justin Samuel Harmon 

*Nicholas Joseph Helm 
Juliana Ingrid Jacobs 
Ashton R. Jell 
Matthew Gary Kulka 
Adam Jeffrey Larson 

*Nhi Dieu Phuong Le

Ayesha Malik
*Pasquale John Mastroianni 
Abagael Elizabeth Meiter 

*Julia Mobley 
Michael Nam 
Alexander Ochs 
Keri Lynn Oswald 
Brandon Michael Parente 
Raymond Charles Penyak II 
Bridget Mary Petrosky 
Tayler D. Sanno 
Tyrell Scott

*Maxwell Robert Sharp 
Omar Mustafa Shriem 
Joshua A. Soltis 
Samuel Frederick Staiger 
Hannah Aubrey Starek 
Nicholas I. Sukitch

*Gina Mae VanSlander 
Janessa Jean Vaughn
Kaylee Florence Walker
Luke Edward Wilhelm
Maxwell Christopher Wilken

*August 2025 Graduate
^Honors College 15



CANDIDATES FOR THE MASTER OF 
BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION DEGREE

Kaitlyn Sara Ammons
Alyssa M. Arbelli-Smith
Oussama Baalla

*Anthony Nicholas Benevento Jr.
Brian David Bruzdewicz
Trent Calvin Collins

*Jaylen P. Coy
Elisha Marie Crough
Isabella Cristina Fernández Gutiérrez 
Aaron Joseph Figurski
Justin Fraser
Alex Lambert Hirt

*Kaitlin Ann Hoffner
Kyle Kenneth Hrabar
Enrico Lewis Ludwick IV 
Ashleigh Mae Lugaila

*Sara Lutsiv
Aidan Everett Malady

*Yohana Shija Masalu
Robert McMaster

*Zachary Martin Nolan 
Clemente O. Ojinnaka 
Spozhmai Orzala Omar 
Tyler Allen Padezan

*Christopher Pierre
*Alicia Marie Redington
*Jack David Scribner
Michaela Raine Smith Esq.

*Kurtis Sod
Donovan Stanley
William Christopher Swartz

*Brian Charles Torles Jr.
*Michael Bode Vance
*Mary Tien Vo
*Carson Alexander Zaremski

CANDIDATES FOR THE MASTER OF SCIENCE DEGREE

*Rawdah Ahmed
Major: Analytics & Information 

Management

*Annapurna Chitta
Major: Analytics & Information 

Management

*Srilasya Dasari
Major: Analytics & Information 

Management

*Giovanna Bella Elo
Major: Analytics & Information 

Management

*Francis Foli
Major: Analytics & Information

Management

*Rosemarie Margaret Franjoine
Major: Entrepreneurial Leadership

*Janay N. Giles
Major: Analytics & Information 

Management

*Mahdi Jafari
Major: Analytics & Information 

Management

*Mohammed Kawsar
Major: Analytics & Information 

Management

*Jeromy Lamya
Major: Analytics & Information 

Management

*Michael Raymond Marafino
Major: Analytics & Information 

Management

*Chase Thomas Moses
Major: Analytics & Information 

Management

*August 2025 Graduate
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*Samir Nadra Sr.
Major: Analytics & Information 

Management

*Md Fazlur Rahman
Major: Analytics & Information 

Management

*Harrison Michael Reinhart
Major: Analytics & Information 

Management

*Jack Rhead
Major: Analytics & Information

Management

*Warren P. Schmotzer
Major: Analytics & Information 

Management

CANDIDATES FOR THE POST-BACCALAUREATE CERTIFICATE

Angelo J. Ackerman
Major: Executive Leadership

Jaelen Lavell Carson
Major: Executive Leadership

Diego Juan Chavez
Major: Executive Leadership

Tyson Meiguez
Major: Executive Leadership

*Christopher Pierre
Major: Entrepreneurship

*August 2025 Graduate
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SCHOOL OF PHARMACY

James K. Drennen III, Ph.D., Dean

CANDIDATES FOR THE BACHELOR OF SCIENCE DEGREE

Jordan Anthony Aromando 
John Christopher Barth II
* ^Olivia Breanne Rogers

CANDIDATES FOR THE MASTER OF SCIENCE 
IN PHARMACEUTICAL SCIENCES DEGREE

Lynn-Anne A. Akwa Spozhmai Orzala Omar
Major: Industrial Pharmacy Major: Industrial Pharmacy

Ramez William Alfred Hallak
Major: Medicinal Chemistry

CANDIDATE FOR THE MASTER OF SCIENCE DEGREE

Sanjana Harshadbhai Chavda 
Major: Pharmaceutics

CANDIDATES FOR THE DOCTOR OF PHARMACY DEGREE

* ^Olivia Breanne Rogers 
* Keith J. Rossell

CANDIDATE FOR THE DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY DEGREE

*Rachel Noel Clark
Major: Pharmacology

Dissertation: Myelination in Lewy Body Disease: Human Correlates and
Experimental Testing of Causality

Chair: Rehana Khan Leak, Ph.D

*August 2025 Graduate
^Honors College 18



MARY PAPPERT SCHOOL OF MUSIC

David Allen Wehr, M.M., Dean

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN MUSIC EDUCATION, 
BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN MUSIC THERAPY,

AND BACHELOR OF ARTS IN MUSIC DEGREE CANDIDATES 
GRADUATING WITH ACADEMIC HONOR

SUMMA CUM LAUDE

Isabel Grace Barton
Emma M. Dale

Carly Angeline King
Nicole Christine Topka

MAGNA CUM LAUDE

Piper Noelle Russell

CUM LAUDE

Rebecca Jordan Dieter
Nicholas Carl Toloczko 
*Rosie Grace Westgate

*August 2025 Graduate
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GRADUATES OF THE 
MARY PAPPERT SCHOOL OF MUSIC

CANDIDATE FOR THE BACHELOR OF MUSIC DEGREE

*Adam J. Heald

CANDIDATES FOR THE BACHELOR OF SCIENCE 
IN MUSIC EDUCATION DEGREE

Emma M. Dale
Rebecca Jordan Dieter 

Logan Alexander Raymond 
Nicole Christine Topka

CANDIDATES FOR THE BACHELOR OF SCIENCE 
IN MUSIC THERAPY DEGREE

Isabel Grace Barton 
Carly Angeline King 
Piper Noelle Russell

*Rosie Grace Westgate

CANDIDATE FOR THE BACHELOR OF ARTS IN MUSIC DEGREE

Nicholas Carl Toloczko

CANDIDATES FOR THE MASTER OF MUSIC THERAPY DEGREE

*Amanda Haley Scheeser 

*August 2025 Graduate
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SCHOOL OF EDUCATION

Gretchen Givens Generett, Ph.D., Dean

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN EDUCATION DEGREE 
CANDIDATES GRADUATING WITH ACADEMIC HONOR

SUMMA CUM LAUDE

Brandon Robert Haas
Grace Vinnette Reed 

Alexia Michelle Stanley

MAGNA CUM LAUDE

Zoe Leone Brunick
Jason Everett Carter 

Isabella Abigail Madonna

CUM LAUDE

Juliette Elyce Lopez 
Marlee Sydelle Richards
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GRADUATES OF THE SCHOOL OF EDUCATION

CANDIDATES FOR THE BACHELOR OF SCIENCE
IN EDUCATION DEGREE

Jordan Alexandria Benjamin
Zoe Leone Brunick
Jason Everett Carter
Lucas Christopher Criona
Brandon Robert Haas 

^Juliette Elyce Lopez

Isabella Abigail Madonna 
Grace Vinnette Reed 
Marlee Sydelle Richards 
Elizabeth Rose Robey 
Alexia Michelle Stanley
Julia Rose Wynne

CANDIDATES FOR THE MASTER OF ARTS
IN TEACHING DEGREE

Eliza Christine Georgiades Majerica Lenay Moore
Major: Grades Pre-K through 4 Major: Grades Pre-K through 4

CANDIDATES FOR THE MASTER OF SCIENCE
IN EDUCATION DEGREE

Abdullah Amer Alotaibi Sr.
Major: Applied Behavior Analysis

*Megan Renee Bennett
Major: Child Psychology

*Kelly Marie Boersma
Major: Special Education Pre-K 

through 12

*Jared Michael Bookleiner
Major: Special Education Pre-K 

through 12

*Abigail Elizabeth Caligiuri
Major: Child Psychology

*Erin Elizabeth Carpenter-McGeown
Major: Child Psychology

*Melanie Beatrice Cole
Major: Special Education Pre-K 

through 12

*Anastasia Alexis Diamantidis
Major: Child Psychology

*Sarah Ingrid Frommeyer
Major: Special Education Pre-K 

through 12

*Boshi Gao
Major: Child Psychology

*Regan Maire Holstein
Major: Education Administration,

K-12

*Mohamad Khalaifa
Major: Child Psychology

*Leanne Elizabeth Kintz
Major: School Counseling

*Grace M. Kocjancic
Major: Reading & Literacy Education

*Haley Ann Landolina
Major: Reading & Literacy Education

*Abigail Rose Leister
Major: Reading & Literacy Education

*Zachary Walton Mangus
Major: Child Psychology

*August 2025 Graduate
^Honors College 22



*Isabella Rae Mileo *Peter Sieck
Major: Special Education Pre-K Major: Child Psychology

through 12 Madeline M. Sims
*Elizabeth Marie Nerone Major: School Counseling

Major: Reading & Literacy *Kaitlyn Grace Steiner
Education Major: Special Education Pre-K

Katelyn Jean Niggemyer through 12
Major: Applied Behavior Analysis *Shannon Louise Sundy

Ida G. Reilsono Major: Child Psychology
Major: School Counseling Jillian Strecansky

Micayla Elise Reynolds Major: Child Psychology
Major: School Counseling *Caterina Maria Veneziano

Heather Ann Robertson-Butt Major: Special Education Pre-K
Major: Special Education Pre-K 

through 12

Chelsea Scheiffarth
Major: School Counseling

through 12

CANDIDATES FOR THE MASTER OF SCIENCE DEGREE

Beth Anne Bauer *Emily Maria DeMartino
Major: Clinical Mental Health Major: Clinical Mental Health

Counseling Counseling

*Ashley Collette Brown Samantha M. Denner
Major: Higher Education Major: Higher Education

Administration Administration

Joshua Anthony Bryan-Branker *Bridget Riley Dunigan
Major: Educational Leadership Major: Clinical Mental Health

*Zachary Alan Budde Counseling

Major: Clinical Mental Health *Jessica Ann Horgos
Counseling Major: Higher Education

*Kayla Marie Campbell Administration

Major: Clinical Mental Health *Venetia Rose Khouri
Counseling Major: Higher Education

*Beining Chen Administration

Major: Marriage, Couple, & Scean M. Lawhorn
Family Counseling Major: Clinical Mental Health

*Sydney Grace Daneman Counseling

Major: Clinical Mental Health *Lily Virginia Miller
Counseling Major: Clinical Mental Health

Counseling
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Nahdiya Oliver
Major: Clinical Mental Health 

Counseling

*Shannon Taub
Major: Higher Education 

Administration

Brooke Simone Quarrie *Laila S. Taylor
Major: Clinical Mental Health Major: Marriage, Couple, &

Counseling Family Counseling

*Ryan Thomas Sabolcik *Lily Sidler Thornton
Major: Clinical Mental Health Major: Higher Education

Counseling Administration

Brooke Ashlyn Snyder Jared William Weyers
Major: Clinical Mental Health Major: Educational Leadership

Counseling
*Nicholas Connor Wolfe

*Katarina Eva Snyder Major: Clinical Mental Health
Major: Clinical Mental Health 

Counseling

*Nathan Andrew Stillings
Major: Higher Education 

Administration

Counseling

CANDIDATES FOR THE DOCTOR OF EDUCATION DEGREE

*Michael Patrick Burke
Major: Educational Leadership

Dissertation: Under What Conditions? A University Pathway Program Evaluation
Chair: Gibbs Kanyongo, Ph.D.

Marisa R. Carlson
Major: Educational Leadership

Dissertation: Limiting a Liberal Education: Exploring Technology Access and
Equity Through Universal Design and Critical Disability Studies

Chair: Tara Abbott, Ph.D.

Lloyd Maurice Cheatom Sr.
Major: Educational Leadership

Dissertation: The Marathon: A Qualitative Exploration of the Lived Experiences
of Black Male Educators

Chair: Rick McCown, Ph.D.

*Sharnay Lynn Hearn Davis
Major: Educational Leadership

Dissertation: Empowerment through the Sisters Lifting as We Climb Network:
Examining the Organization’s Impact on Black Women

Chair: Rick McCown, Ph.D.
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Matthew Stephen Heckmann
Major: Educational Leadership

Dissertation: An Examination of the Types of Support Beginning Teachers in
Public K-12 Schools Identify as Most Effective for Overcoming the
Challenges They Encounter

Chair: Gibbs Kanyongo, Ph.D.

*Danielle L. King
Major: Educational Leadership

Dissertation: An Investigation of Parental Involvement in the Safe Passage Initiative
(An Anti-Violence Program)

Chair: Rick McCown, Ph.D.

*Brenda L. Liszka
Major: Educational Leadership

Dissertation: Centering the Medical Student Perspective in a Mixed-Methods
Evaluation of the Holistic Admissions Process at a Mission-Driven
Institution

Chair: Amy Olson, Ph.D.

Robert Michael Spisak Jr.
Major: Educational Leadership

Dissertation: Navigating the Digital Divide: A Quantitative Analysis of the
Digital Literacy Skills of College Students Through the Lens of
Technological Self-Efficacy

Chair: Tara Abbott, Ph.D.

Elizabeth Marie Starks
Major: Educational Leadership

Dissertation: Child Care for Student Parents: A Critical Discourse Analysis of
Policy and Politics in NYS

Chair: Amy Olson, Ph.D.

*Ziji Wang
Major: Instructional Technology

Dissertation: The Influence of Visualization Type and Gender on Multimedia
Learning Performance: An Experimental Study

Chair: Misook Heo, Ph.D.

LaVaughn Woods Wesley
Major: Educational Leadership

Dissertation: Not Always Welcomed: Understanding the Challenges of Re-Entry 
for Adjudicated Youth

Chair: Rick McCown, Ph.D.

Chance Mandela Wideman
Major: Educational Leadership

Dissertation: Two Sides of the Wall: A Study on the Impact of Paternal
Incarceration on African American Children

Chair: Rick McCown, Ph.D.
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CANDIDATES FOR THE DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY DEGREE

Mohammed Sadiq Albahrani
Major: Special Education

Dissertation: Effectiveness of Picture Exchange Communication System on
Functional Communication for Saudi Children With Autism Spectrum
Disorder (ASD)

Chair: Ann X. Huang, Ph.D.

Sarah Alzahrani
Major: Special Education

Dissertation: Examining the Effects of Video Modeling to Enhance Culturally Specific
Social Greeting Skills in Preschoolers with ASD in Saudi Arabia

Chair: Bridget Green, Ed.D.

Ama Danso-Ayesu
Major: Counselor Education & Supervision

Dissertation: Mind the Gap: Intergenerational Perspectives on Mental Illness within
Ghanaian American Communities

Chair: David Delmonico, Ph.D.

*Matthew J.D.K. Escaño
Major: Counselor Education & Supervision

Dissertation: Doomscrolling and the Fear of Missing out in the Digital Age:
A Self-Determination Theory Perspective

Chair: Matthew Joseph, Ph.D.

*Kirstin Franklin
Major: School Psychology

Dissertation: Effects of a Speech-to-Text Assistive Technology Writing
Accommodation for Students with Cerebral Palsy

Chair: Ara J. Schmitt, Ph.D.

*Alyson Christina Honaker
Major: School Psychology

Dissertation: Adding Varying Degrees of Performance Feedback Components to the
Taped Problems Intervention

Chair: Elizabeth McCallum, Ph.D.

Cheria S. Jackson
Major: Counselor Education & Supervision

Dissertation: Likes for Love: Examining the Relationship of Sociocultural Factors on
Social Media Influences of Instagram Use for Young Black Women

Chair: David Delmonico, Ph.D.

*Amelia Anne Klass
Major: School Psychology

Dissertation: The Protective Role of Resilience in Indirect Aggression Perpetration 
and Victimization

Chair: Laura M. Crothers, D.Ed.
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Renee Lynn Ludwig
Major: Counselor Education & Supervision

Dissertation: Counselor Perspectives on Substance Use Treatment in Pennsylvania 
as Medical Cannabis Laws Evolve

Chair: David Delmonico, Ph.D.

*Anna Marie Paolicelli
Major: School Psychology

Dissertation: Identifying the Experiences and Perceptions of School Psychologists 
on Racial Disparities in Autism Spectrum Disorder

Chair: Tammy L. Hughes, Ph.D.

Nadene P. Pomerico
Major: Counselor Education & Supervision

Dissertation: Charter School Counselor’s Perceived Barriers to Implementing a
Recognized ASCA Model Program

Chair: Jered Kolbert, Ph.D.

Elizabeth Santone
Major: Counselor Education & Supervision

Dissertation: Family Functioning and Adolescent Outcomes in Wilderness Therapy: 
A Quantitative Analysis of Change and Predictive Relationships

Chair: Jered Kolbert, Ph.D.

Noah Schoch
Major: Counselor Education & Supervision

Dissertation: Building Relationships: Does Perceived Counselor Cultural Humility
Improve Client Satisfaction of Mental Health Services within 
Therapeutic Dyads of Dissimilar Identities?

Chair: Jered Kolbert, Ph.D.

Quincy J. Stephenson
Major: Counselor Education & Supervision

Dissertation: The Experience of African American Male Counselor Educators
Navigating Racial Battle Fatigue

Chair: Matthew Joseph, Ph.D.

JoVonne Monique Tabb
Major: Special Education

Dissertation: Exploring the Potential Positive Effects of Read Naturally Live on
Promoting Reading Fluency and Reading Comprehension in
African American Learners

Chair: Ann X. Huang, Ph.D.

CANDIDATES FOR THE DOCTOR OF PSYCHOLOGY DEGREE

*Erin Elizabeth Carpenter-McGeown 
Major: School Psychology

*Nicole Mary DeCicco
Major: School Psychology

*Jennifer Clare Dolecki
Major: School Psychology

*August 2025 Graduate

*Elizabeth L. Gray
Major: School Psychology

*Logan N. Hellested
Major: School Psychology

*Mara Emily Kleinman
Major: School Psychology
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SCHOOL OF NURSING

Mary Ellen Smith Glasgow, Ph.D., RN, ACNS-BC, ANEF, 
FNAP, FAAN, Dean

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN NURSING DEGREE 
CANDIDATES GRADUATING
WITH ACADEMIC HONOR

SUMMA CUM LAUDE

*Ainslee Elizabeth Ackerman 
John Edward Byler
*Emma S. Eberly

*Deon Lamont Fontaine Jr.
*Janistie Yadira Medina

Lakshanya Ramadhenu
*Brynn Nicole Schoenberger

Rachel Jean Sullivan
*Hannah Swearingen

Kaitlyn Weston

MAGNA CUM LAUDE

*Sungeun Bae
*Kathryn L. Dowling-Campbell 

Katherine Amelia Evers 
Elise Alexandra Fiorita 
Francesca Lee Fisher

*Elle Goldblatt
Emily Anne Himmel

*Allie Lauren Krol
*Madisyn Nicole Miscavish
*Catherine Hall O’Connor

*Christopher M. Rosa
*Anthonia Maanuwah Sellu

*Timothy John Smith

CUM LAUDE

*Camryn Beckham 
Allyn Ann Bezjak

*Dino Brown
*Emily A. Davidson
*Daniel DiNatale Jr.
Nicolette Lane Gill

*Lydia Gwyneth Halley
*Sara Elizabeth Knox

*Mirzo Ulugbek Mardonov 
Madison McEntee 

Ashley Nichole Myers
*Brianna Nicole Palmer
*Taylor Alexis Pudetti 
Matthew S. Swintek

*Gabriella Nicole White
*Emily Grace Wolf
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GRADUATES OF THE SCHOOL OF NURSING

CANDIDATES FOR THE BACHELOR OF SCIENCE 
IN NURSING DEGREE

*Ainslee Elizabeth Ackerman Lauryn Geneva Latchison
Olivia Mary Antonucci Meghan Elizabeth MacGregor
Meredith Kathleen Atkins *Mirzo Ulugbek Mardonov

*Sungeun Bae Madison McEntee
*Camryn Beckham *Janistie Yadira Medina
Allyn Ann Bezjak *Madisyn Nicole Miscavish
Allison Marie Blackwell Ashley Nichole Myers

*Maya Justine Borghol Danielle Jessica Nikitow
*Dino Brown *Catherine Hall O’Connor
John Edward Byler *Brianna Nicole Palmer

*Spencer Campbell *Emma Grace Parkhurst
*Jeovannee Castillo *Ariana Rose Pascoa
*Samantha Marie Chatham *Johanna Lucia Perrine
*Emily Shea Cook Alexa Helena Sophia Price
*Kaylin Renee Cousin *Taylor Alexis Pudetti
*Emily A. Davidson Lakshanya Ramadhenu
*Caeleen Marie Demusz *Mackenzie Leigh Reynolds
*Daniel DiNatale Jr. *Arwyn Jay Robbins
*Kathryn L. Dowling-Campbell *Christopher M. Rosa
*Emma S. Eberly *Brynn Nicole Schoenberger

Katherine Amelia Evers *Anthonia Maanuwah Sellu
Marissa Fiala Shiann Neal Slewinski
Elise Alexandra Fiorita *Timothy John Smith
Francesca Lee Fisher *Alivia Rae Stumpf

*Deon Lamont Fontaine Jr. Rachel Jean Sullivan
Brennan Fugh *Hannah Swearingen
Nicolette Lane Gill Matthew S. Swintek

*Elle Goldblatt Elizabeth Michael Timko
Meah Adair Groves *Julia Shae Vargo
Emily Anne Himmel *Sophia Alexis Vitko

*Athena Grace Howes Kaitlyn Weston
*Lydia Gwyneth Halley *Gabriella Nicole White
*Dixie Grace Kindervater *Jenna Renee Williams
*Sara Elizabeth Knox *Emily Grace Wolf
*Allie Lauren Krol Rachel Yu
Michelle Lam
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CANDIDATES FOR THE MASTER OF SCIENCE 
IN NURSING DEGREE

*Blanche Kimbeng Afolabi
Major: Psych/Mental Health CRNP

*Bennie J. Allen
Major: Forensic Nursing

*Samantha Amendola
Major: Psych/Mental Health CRNP

Danielle Katus
Major: Adult Gerontology Acute

Care CRNP

Jennifer Cortese
Major: Executive Nurse Leadership

& Health Care Management

*Jacob L. Cottage
Major: Psych/Mental Health CRNP

*Lilia Diaz
Major: Forensic Nursing

*Kelly Rose Domenech
Major: Psych/Mental Health CRNP

Ryan Michael Dubowy
Major: Adult Gerontology Acute

Care CRNP

*Grace Anne Duplinsky
Major: Family CRNP

Ekaterina Alekseyevna Fokina
Major: Family CRNP

Nathaniel Fardo
Major: Adult Gerontology Acute

Care CRNP

*Amanda Leigh Harhut
Major: Executive Nurse Leadership

& Health Care Management

Jenny Hyunjin Jung
Major: Adult Gerontology Acute

Care CRNP

Krystal Rose Karbowski
Major: Nursing Education

*Amber Lynn Kohls
Major: Psych/Mental Health CRNP

Stephanie Mae Kuhns
Major: Adult Gerontology Acute 

Care CRNP

*Laura Balch Mahan
Major: Psych/Mental Health CRNP

Snezhana Mazina
Major: Family CRNP

*Luke Edward McCurry
Major: Psych/Mental Health CRNP

*Mildred Narteki Mensah
Major: Family CRNP

Monica Sophia Minor
Major: Adult Gerontology Acute

Care CRNP

Patrick Neil Montgomery
Major: Adult Gerontology Acute

Care CRNP

*Samantha Elaine Mykins
Major: Psych/Mental Health CRNP

*Erin Rose O’Brien
Major: Forensic Nursing

*Carli Nicole Polczynski
Major: Family CRNP

*Kyle Joseph Rhines
Major: Family CRNP

Isabel Lee Schiedenhelm
Major: Adult Gerontology Acute

Care CRNP

*Sydney E. Schiraldi
Major: Forensic Nursing

Carrie Ann Smith
Major: Forensic Nursing

*Kasey Marie Soletti
Major: Psych/Mental Health CRNP

*Danielle Jene Strackeljahn
Major: Executive Nurse Leadership

& Health Care Management

Nicholas Matthew Styen
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Major: Nursing Education

*Ibrahim Abdulhamid Sukar
Major: Psych/Mental Health CRNP

*Gabrielle Jean Verespey
Major: Family CRNP

Jennifer Anne Welsh
Major: Adult Gerontology Acute

Care CRNP

*Ashley Tameka White
Major: Executive Nurse Leadership

& Health Care Management

Brittany Yvonne Wood
Major: Adult Gerontology Acute 

Care CRNP

*Morgan Joy Wright
Major: Family CRNP

Anna Marie Zacur
Major: Adult Gerontology Acute 

Care CRNP

CANDIDATES FOR THE POST-MASTER’S CERTIFICATE

Dora Jean Butler
Major: Adult-Gerontology Acute

Care Nurse Practitioner

Robin Gahan
Major: Executive Nurse Leadership

& Health Care Management

*Jessica Ann Love
Major: Family CRNP

Elizabeth Mae VanHorn
Major: Family CRNP

CANDIDATES FOR THE DOCTOR OF NURSE
ANESTHESIA PRACTICE DEGREE

*Meredith Baxter Auge
Major: Nursing Anesthesia

DNAP Project: Enhancing Patient Outcome: Developing a Comprehensive 
Database for Tracking Post-Dual Puncture Headache Incidence 
and Contributing Factors

Faculty Mentor: Michael Neft, Ph.D., DNP, MHA, RN, CRNA, FNAP, FAANA, FAAN

*Hunter Lawrence Baselj
Major: Nursing Anesthesia

DNAP Project: Quality Improvement Initiative for Emergency Cesarean Delivery: 
Implementation of Rapid Sequence Spinal Anesthesia

Faculty Mentor: Michael Neft, Ph.D., DNP, MHA, RN, CRNA, FNAP, FAANA, FAAN

*Jenna Elizabeth Bigam
Major: Nursing Anesthesia

DNAP Project: Development and Implementation of an OB/L&D SBAR Framework 
to Enhance Communication Between Obstetric Nurses and 
Anesthesia Providers: A Quality Improvement Initiative

Faculty Mentors: Catherine Johnson, Ph.D., CRNP, FNP-BC, PNP-BC, CME and 
Rebecca A. Vrescak, DNAP, MHS, BSN, CRNA
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*Brittany Lynn Bogonovich
Major: Nursing Anesthesia

DNAP Project: Enhancing Patient Outcome: Developing a Comprehensive
Database for Tracking Post-Dual Puncture Headache Incidence 
and Contributing Factors

Faculty Mentor: Michael Neft, Ph.D., DNP, MHA, RN, CRNA, FNAP, FAANA, FAAN

*Katherine Christine Burnett
Major: Nursing Anesthesia

DNAP Project: An Anesthesia Informed Consent Checklist and AHRQ SHARE
Decision-Making Model for Labor and Delivery Patients:
A Quality Improvement Project

Faculty Mentor: Michael Neft, Ph.D., DNP, MHA, RN, CRNA, FNAP, FAANA, FAAN

*Simchah Abigail Capiola
Major: Nursing Anesthesia

DNAP Project: Beyond the Procedure: A Perioperative Framework for Bereavement 
Support in Surgical Management after Fetal Demise – A Program 
Evaluation Project

Faculty Mentor: Rebecca A. Vrescak, DNAP, MHS, BSN, CRNA

*Megan Marie Casselberry
Major: Nursing Anesthesia

DNAP Project: A Retrospective Data Analysis of Factors contributing to Surgical 
Patients not Achieving Normothermia

Faculty Mentor: Michael Neft, Ph.D., DNP, MHA, RN, CRNA, FNAP, FAANA, FAAN

*Joseph Albert Gabster
Major: Nursing Anesthesia

DNAP Project: Quality Improvement Initiative for Emergency Cesarean Delivery: 
Implementation of Rapid Sequence Spinal Anesthesia

Faculty Mentor: Michael Neft, Ph.D., DNP, MHA, RN, CRNA, FNAP, FAANA, FAAN

*Samantha Marie Kalkstein
Major: Nursing Anesthesia

DNAP Project: Improved Obstetric Hemorrhage Care through Toolkit Revision:
A Quality Improvement Project

Faculty Mentors: Catherine Johnson, Ph.D., CRNP, FNP-BC, PNP-BC, CME and 
Rebecca A. Vrescak, DNAP, MHS, BSN, CRNA

*Marcus Jaye Miller
Major: Nursing Anesthesia

DNAP Project: Raising Provider Awareness of Fluid Status in Women Undergoing 
Elective Cesarean Section Through the Use of Preoperative Checklist 
to Assess Fluid Status: A Quality Improvement Project

Faculty Mentor: Michael Neft, Ph.D., DNP, MHA, RN, CRNA, FNAP, FAANA, FAAN

*Joseph P. O’Rourke Jr.
Major: Nursing Anesthesia

DNAP Project: A Retrospective Data Analysis of Factors Contributing to Surgical 
Patients Not Achieving Normothermia

Faculty Mentor: Michael Neft, Ph.D., DNP, MHA, RN, CRNA, FNAP, FAANA, FAAN

*August 2025 Graduate
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*Ryan O’Sullivan
Major: Nursing Anesthesia

DNAP Project: Optimizing Workflow and Patient Outcomes: The Impact of the 
Modified Adult Difficult Intravenous Access (A-DIVA) Scale on 
Peripheral IV Access: A Quality Improvement Project

Faculty Mentors: Catherine Johnson, Ph.D., CRNP, FNP-BC, PNP-BC, CME and 
Rebecca A. Vrescak, DNAP, MHS, BSN, CRNA

*Tyler-Nicole Pannell
Major: Nursing Anesthesia

DNAP Project: Implementation of an Epidural Catheter Assessment Tool to
Reduce the Risk of Racial and Ethnic Disparities Associated with 
the Conversion to General Anesthesia in Cesarean Deliveries:
A Quality Improvement Project

Faculty Mentor: Rebecca A. Vrescak, DNAP, MHS, BSN, CRNA

*Samantha Kay Russo
Major: Nursing Anesthesia

DNAP Project: A Perioperative Framework for Bereavement Support in Surgical 
Management After Fetal Demise: A Program Evaluation Project

Faculty Mentor: Rebecca A. Vrescak, DNAP, MHS, BSN, CRNA

*Marjani Alia Saunders
Major: Nursing Anesthesia

DNAP Project: Implementation of and Epidural Catheter Assessment Tool to
Reduce the Risk of Racial and Ethnic Disparities Associated with 
the Conversion to General Anesthesia in Cesarean Deliveries:
A Quality Improvement Plan

Faculty Mentor: Rebecca A. Vrescak, DNAP, MHS, BSN, CRNA

*Michael Edward Sorge
Major: Nursing Anesthesia

DNAP Project: Raising Provider Awareness of Fluid Status in Women Undergoing 
Elective Cesarean Section Through the Use of Preoperative Checklist 
to Assess Fluid Status: A Quality Improvement Project

Faculty Mentor: Michael Neft, Ph.D., DNP, MHA, RN, CRNA, FNAP, FAANA, FAAN

*Megan Lynn Tiernan
Major: Nursing Anesthesia

DNAP Project: Utilizing Simulation Training to Understand Maternal Cardiac
Arrest Precipitated by Amniotic Fluid Embolism: A Quality 
Improvement Project

Faculty Mentor: Michael Neft, Ph.D., DNP, MHA, RN, CRNA, FNAP, FAANA, FAAN

*Laina Jillian Uzarski
Major: Nursing Anesthesia

DNAP Project: Development and Implementation of an OB/L&D SBAR Framework 
to Enhance Communication Between Obstetric Nurses and Anesthesia
Providers: A Quality Improvement Initiative

Faculty Mentors: Catherine Johnson, Ph.D., CRNP, FNP-BC, PNP-BC, CME and 
Rebecca A. Vrescak, DNAP, MHS, BSN, CRNA
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*Dakota Scott Weaver
Major: Nursing Anesthesia

DNAP Project: Optimizing Workflow and Patient Outcomes: The Impact of the 
Modified Adult Difficult Intravenous Access (A-DIVA) Scale on 
Peripheral IV Access: A Quality Improvement Project

Faculty Mentors: Catherine Johnson, Ph.D., CRNP, FNP-BC, PNP-BC, CME and 
Rebecca A. Vrescak, DNAP, MHS, BSN, CRNA

*Amber Maria Woodring
Major: Nursing Anesthesia

DNAP Project: Improved Obstetric Hemorrhage Care through Toolkit Revision:
A Quality Improvement Project

Faculty Mentors: Catherine Johnson, Ph.D., CRNP, FNP-BC, PNP-BC, CME and 
Rebecca A. Vrescak, DNAP, MHS, BSN, CRNA

*Erica Lynn Wright
Major: Nursing Anesthesia

DNAP Project: Utilizing Simulation Training to Understand Maternal Cardiac
Arrest Precipitated by Amniotic Fluid Embolism: A Quality 
Improvement Project

Faculty Mentor: Michael Neft, Ph.D., DNP, MHA, RN, CRNA, FNAP, FAANA, FAAN

CANDIDATES FOR THE DOCTOR OF NURSING PRACTICE DEGREE

*Marissa Guarin Badders
Major: Executive Nurse Leadership and Health Care Management

DNP Project: Enhancing Comprehensive Prenatal and Postpartum Education to 
Improve Maternal Outcomes in CareSource Health Plan: A Quality 
Improvement Project

Faculty Mentor: Frank Kosnosky Jr., DNP, RNC-NIC, CRNP, NNP-BC, FNP-BC, 
C-ELBW, C-NNIC, C-ONQS, CNE

*Dana Minucci Bloomburg
Major: Executive Nurse Leadership and Health Care Management

DNP Project: Increasing Gonorrhea and Chlamydia Testing by using Universal 
Trauma Informed Care and Offering Self-Collected Vaginal Swabs 
to Patients at a Non-Profit Independent Reprodctive Healthcare Center

Faculty Mentor: Mary C. Loughran, DNP, MHA, RN

*S. Renee Dennis
Major: Nursing Practice

DNP Project: Harnessing Mindfulness- Strengthening Nurse Leaders’ Resilience
Faculty Mentor: Frank Kosnosky Jr., DNP, RNC-NIC, CRNP, NNP-BC, FNP-BC,

C-ELBW, C-NNIC, C-ONQS, CNE

*Marianna Diloyan
Major: Nursing Practice

DNP Project: Evaluation of Behavioral Health in Primary Care Using the 
Collaborative Care Model: Impact on Primary Care Provider 
Confidence, Patient Outcomes, and Practice Recommendations

Faculty Mentor: Mary C. Loughran, DNP, MHA, RN
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*Justin Wayne Dorman
Major: Executive Nurse Leadership and Health Care Management

DNP Project: Sleep Menus: A personalized Approach to Enhancing Patient Rest 
and Improving Sleep Quality

Faculty Mentor: Mayra Toney, DNP, MSN, RN

*Kara McGilton Dougherty
Major: Nursing Practice

DNP Project: Increasing Health Literacy to Improve Cardiovascular Risk Factors
in Patients with Low Socioeconomic Status in the Appalachian Region:
A Quality Improvement Project

Faculty Mentor: Frank Kosnosky Jr., DNP, RNC-NIC, CRNP, NNP-BC, FNP-BC, 
C-ELBW, C-NNIC, C-ONQS, CNE

*Allyson Nichelle Heard
Major: Executive Nurse Leadership and Health Care Management

DNP Project: Improving Intraoperative Antibiotic Stewardship to Reduce Surgical
Site Infections: A Quality Improvement

Faculty Mentor: Deborah Dillon, DNP, RN, CRNP, ACNP-BC, CCRN, CHFN,
FAANP, FAAN

*Jasmine Shaque’ Lassiter
Major: Executive Nurse Leadership and Health Care Management

DNP Project: Enhancing Care Coordination and Expedited Appointment Scheduling 
by Structured Workflow Process in Oncology Clinics: A Quality
Improvement Initiative

Faculty Mentor: Manjulata Evatt, DNP, RN, CMSRN

*Holly Levy
Major: Nursing Practice

DNP Project: Implementing an Algorithm to Promote Family Presence During
Resuscitation in a Rural Community Emergency Department:
A Quality Improvement Project

Faculty Mentor: Donna R. White, DNP, CRNP, FNP-BC

*Kelley Molandes
Major: Nursing Practice

DNP Project: Impact of Primary Preventative Measures to Reduce Burnout and
Compassion Fatigue in Emergency Department Nurses

Faculty Mentor: Manjulata Evatt, DNP, RN, CMSRN

*Martin Elkanah Omukhango
Major: Nursing Practice

DNP Project: Impact of Race-Neutral Estimation of Kidney Function in
Kidney Transplant Patient: A Program Evaluaion Project

Faculty Mentor: Manjulata Evatt, DNP, RN, CMSRN

*Nancy Jolene Plum
Major: Nursing Practice

DNP Project: Evaluating the Effectiveness of a Two-Year Nurse Residency Program 
on Reducing Nursing Turnover in the One to Three Years Tenure 

Faculty Mentor: Yvonne Weideman, DNP, MBA, CNE, CWOCN, AHN-BC, SGAHN
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*Josh Riggs
Major: Executive Nurse Leadership and Health Care Management

DNP Project: Analyzing the Impact of Interactive Home Monitoring on
Congestive Heart Failure Readmissions: A Program Evaluation

Faculty Mentor: Frank Kosnosky Jr., DNP, RNC-NIC, CRNP, NNP-BC, FNP-BC, 
C-ELBW, C-NNIC, C-ONQS, CNE

*Brooke Lee Styslinger
Major: Nursing Practice

DNP Project: Improving the Screening and Management Process for Mental Health
Disorders and Health Risk Behaviors in College-Age Students:
A Quality Improvement Project

Faculty Mentor: Frank Kosnosky Jr., DNP, RNC-NIC, CRNP, NNP-BC, FNP-BC,
C-ELBW, C-NNIC, C-ONQS, CNE

*Cassandra Bianca Tavares
Major: Executive Nurse Leadership and Health Care Management

DNP Project: The Implementation of a Puberty and Menstruation Education
Program for Adolescent Female and Youth Development
Specialists for a Gender-Specific Community Organization:
A Quality Improvement Project

Faculty Mentor: Mary C. Loughran, DNP, MHA, RN

*Alma Trigg
Major: Nursing Practice

DNP Project: Addressing Medical Errors in Nursing Practice Through an Evaluation 
of the Barcode Medication Administration Program

Faculty Mentor: Yvonne Weideman, DNP, MBA, CNE, CWOCN, AHN-BC, SGAHN

*Ann Marie Uetz
Major: Nursing Practice

DNP Project: Enhancing Nurses’ Joy and Meaningful Work in a Military Treatment
Facility: A Quality Improvement Project

Faculty Mentor: Mary C. Loughran, DNP, MHA, RN

CANDIDATES FOR THE DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY DEGREE

Holly Ann Buchanan
Major: Nursing

Dissertation: Heart Failure Among Older Women in Virginia: A Multilevel Analysis 
of Rurality, Race, and Socioeconomic Status

Chair: Melanie Turk, Ph.D., RN, FTNSS

Sandy Cayo
Major: Nursing

Dissertation: The Effect of Perceived Discrimination, Attribution, and Behavioral
Response on Blood Pressure Control Among Black Participants in 
the Jackson Heart Study

Chair: Alison Colbert, Ph.D., PHCNS-BC, FAAN

*August 2025 Graduate
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*Angela M. Godwin Beoku-Betts
Major: Nursing

Dissertation: Sociodemographic, Neighborhood-Level and Health-Related
Factors Associated with Progression to Bariatric Surgery:
A Retrospective Review

Chair: Melanie Turk, Ph.D., RN, FTNSS

Jihane Hajj
Major: Nursing

Dissertation: Associations of Socioeconomic Status, Cardiovascular Risk Factors, 
and Perceived Neighborhood Environments with Carotid Intima
Media Thickness: A Secondary Analysis of the Multi-Ethnic Study 
of Atherosclerosis

Chair: Melanie Turk, Ph.D., RN, FTNSS

*Amber N. Harmon
Major: Nursing

Dissertation: Describing Latent Tuberculosis Infection and Treatment Completion
in Virginia: A social Determinants of Health Approach

Chair: Alison Colbert, Ph.D., PHCNS-BC, FAAN

*Stephanie B. Jacobs
Major: Nursing

Dissertation: Exploration of the Cultural Belief, Values, and Practices of African
American/Black Women or Birthing Persons Regarding Postpartum
Depression: A Focused Ethnography

Chair: Rick Zoucha, Ph.D., PMHCNS-BC, CTN-A, FTNSS, FAAN

Heather D. Less
Major: Nursing

Dissertation: Factors Associated with the Non-Urgent Utilization of the
Emergency Department

Chair: Grace Campbell, Ph.D., MSW, BSN, RN, CNL, CRRN, FARN

Mary Frances Poskin
Major: Nursing

Dissertation: Trying to get myself in a better place’: A Focused Ethnography of
Young Adults who Identify as Transgender or Gender Diverse and
Experience Housing Insecurity

Chair: Melanie Turk, Ph.D., RN, FTNSS

Elsie Alma Rivera
Major: Nursing

Dissertation: Cultural Care Values, Beliefs, and Perceptions of Puerto Rican
Caregivers for Family Members with Dementia:
An Ethnonursing Study

Chair: Pamela Spigelmyer, Ph.D., RN, CNS, CSN, SGAHN
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JOHN G. RANGOS, SR. SCHOOL OF HEALTH SCIENCES

Fevzi Akinci, Ph.D., Dean

GRADUATES OF THE JOHN G. RANGOS, SR.
SCHOOL OF HEALTH SCIENCES

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN HEALTH SCIENCE DEGREE CANDIDATE 
GRADUATING WITH ACADEMIC HONOR

CUM LAUDE

Nicole Nanci Fleming

CANDIDATES FOR THE BACHELOR OF SCIENCE
IN HEALTH SCIENCES DEGREE

*Morgan O. Brookover
*Elisabeth Ann Callendar

Nicole Nanci Fleming
Grace Ann Kennevan
Emily Michelle King

Kerri Rose Thomas
Kevin Joseph Tkacik 

*Hayley J. Willis
Audrey Anne Wrabley

CANDIDATES FOR THE BACHELOR OF SCIENCE 
IN HEALTH STUDIES DEGREE

Aislinn G. Mooney
Alec Micheal Likens

CANDIDATES FOR THE MASTER OF
HEALTH ADMINISTRATION DEGREE

Brian David Bruzdewicz 
Emily Diane Burkholder 
Megan Julianne Cyterski 
Micaela Cheron Fennell

Alycia Lynn Ford 
Naima Haque

Kevin Patrick Kurzinger
Madette Kusic 

Campbell Grace McCann 
Faith Christine Remich
Trinity Anne Russell 

Brittney Monique Gross

CANDIDATES FOR THE MASTER OF 
OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY DEGREE

*Qingyang Chen
*Yan Pan
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CANDIDATES FOR THE MASTER OF 
PHYSICAL THERAPY DEGREE

*Haoyang Cai
*Yuyang Chen
*Zhenju Guo

*Qianqian Huang
*Yufei Huang
*Zheyu Kang
*Zhenting Lei
*Haozhe Li
*Feifan Liu

*Shenhao Lu

*Wanyi Qian
*Yiping Song
*Yuxun Sun
*Xin Wang

*Danrong Wu
*Jialin Xu

*Weiheng Xu
*Xinyu Zhang

*Huanmin Zheng
*Hanying Zhu

CANDIDATES FOR THE MASTER OF 
SPEECH-LANGUAGE PATHOLOGY DEGREE

*Zeyue Chen Jiali Liu 
*Yicheng Fang *Yuxi Liu 
*Junyan Han

CANDIDATES FOR THE MASTER OF
PHYSICIAN ASSISTANT STUDIES DEGREE

*Abby Jo Andrews
*Anna Rylee Baxter

*Lindsey Margaret Beals
*Alexandra Lauren Blunk
*Alyssa Marie Brandstetter

*Graceanne Elizabeth Dates
*Ella Grace DeMarco

*Julie Raffaela Doherty
*Erin Frances Feeney
*Isabella Rose Galbo
*Alexa Jewell Greer

*Haley Victoria Hamilton
*Megan Ann Heath

*Emma Victoria Kelly
*Natalie Ann Klein

*Benjamin Thomas LaCarte
*Ian Thaddeus Lesniak

*Reagan Madison Linkous
*Claire Emilia Maywalt
*Sydney E. Monteparte

*Mackenzie Lauren Neis
*Kylie Rae Nuccitelli
*Ethan David O’Neil

*Rachel Marie O’Toole
*Alyssa Ryan Pechart

*Grace Joan Raup
*Jordyn Kennedy Rose
*Kathryn E. Sanchez

*Hannah Louise Seitzinger
*Samantha Jill Srolovitz

*Mary Claire Stark
*Rebecca Lynn Wallen

*Olivia Jane Wilson
*Avery Nicole Yazwinski
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CANDIDATES FOR THE MASTER OF SCIENCE DEGREE

*Olivia Eleanor Antonelli
Major: Speech-Language Pathology

Karissa Christine Attanucci
Major: Occupational Therapy

Lauren Elizabeth Beck
Major: Occupational Therapy

Chloe Theresa Berry
Major: Occupational Therapy

Josalyn Byers
Major: Occupational Therapy

*Michelle Alyssa Catao
Major: Speech-Language Pathology

Ashleigh Nicole Chermak
Major: Occupational Therapy

*Jaimee Eileen Conmy
Major: Speech-Language Pathology

*Fiona B. Daniel
Major: Speech-Language Pathology

*Charlee Anna Dawson
Major: Speech-Language Pathology

*Celia Elise Dugger
Major: Speech-Language Pathology

*Courtney Dianne Ferek
Major: Speech-Language Pathology

*Elisa Nicole Gabriel
Major: Speech-Language Pathology

Kelly Frances Gregoire
Major: Occupational Therapy

Mora Eileen Harte
Major: Occupational Therapy

Ella Rose Holland
Major: Occupational Therapy

*Meagan Elaine Hrivnak
Major: Speech-Language Pathology

*Gianna Elizabeth Ippolito
Major: Speech-Language Pathology

*Emily Katharine Joyce
Major: Speech-Language Pathology

*Emma Michele Karam
Major: Speech-Language Pathology

*Lindsay Ann Keller
Major: Speech-Language Pathology

*Brooke Elizabeth Krally
Major: Speech-Language Pathology

*Kathryn Elisabeth Leash
Major: Speech-Language Pathology

*Maya Elisabeth Louttit
Major: Speech-Language Pathology

Allyson Irene Luke
Major: Occupational Therapy

*Jabraya Danielle MacDonald
Major: Speech-Language Pathology

*Isabella Gamba Manzanares
Major: Speech-Language Pathology

Abbey Rose Massage
Major: Occupational Therapy

*Megan Nicole Mathias
Major: Speech-Language Pathology

Halie Elizabeth Mayfield
Major: Occupational Therapy

*Ashley Nicole McAleese
Major: Speech-Language Pathology

Sarah Lynn Merow
Major: Occupational Therapy

*Leigh Eleanor Merski
Major: Speech-Language Pathology

Kaia Bryn Mikula
Major: Occupational Therapy

*Shea Elizabeth Miller
Major: Speech-Language Pathology

*Delaney Grace Nichols
Major: Speech-Language Pathology

*Lauren M. Oliver
Major: Speech-Language Pathology

*Claire Audrey Primm
Major: Speech-Language Pathology

*Emily Kate Pye Stillings
Major: Speech-Language Pathology

*Grace Anne-Margaret Reitz
Major: Speech-Language Pathology
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Peyton Michele Ryan
Major: Occupational Therapy

*Gina Leanne Sabol
Major: Speech-Language Pathology

Emma Rae Shimko
Major: Occupational Therapy

Alyssa Nicole Stoneroad
Major: Occupational Therapy

*Sarah Noelle Tasetano
Major: Speech-Language Pathology

*Sara Rose Tuddenham
Major: Speech-Language Pathology

*Cassandra Jean Waskiewicz
Major: Speech-Language Pathology

*Caitlin Elizabeth Whiteford
Major: Speech-Language Pathology

CANDIDATES FOR THE OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY 
DOCTORATE DEGREE

Isabella Grace Burns
Major: Occupational Therapy

Capstone: Synapsing the Gap: A Supported Pathway Enhancing Community 
Resource and Education Accessibility for Brain Injury Survivors

Chair: Michelle McCann, OTD

Vivian Wai-see Chan
Major: Occupational Therapy

Capstone: Redefining Sustainable Design for Aging Adults: Bridging Architecture 
and Occupational Therapy to Create Inclusive Communities

Chair: Kasey Stepansky, CScD and Michelle McCann, OTD

Hannah Ruth Clark
Major: Occupational Therapy

Capstone: Lighting the Way: Occupational Therapy Consultation Equipping 
Behavioral Health Therapists to Guide Adolescents with Suicidality
Through Academic and Occupational Challenges in Intensive 
Outpatient Services

Chair: Kasey Stepansky, CScD and Amy Mattila, Ph.D.

Johnna Rose Estep
Major: Occupational Therapy

Capstone: Fundamentals of Feeding: Supporting Pediatric Feeding Through 
Development

Chair: Jeryl Benson, EdD

Hannah Michelle Meng
Major: Occupational Therapy

Capstone: Maternal Mindfulness: An Educational Resource to Impact Staff
Confidence and Knowledge in Postpartum Intervention

Chair: Elizabeth DeIuliis, OTD

Sarah Marie Ricketts
Major: Occupational Therapy

Capstone: Promoting Client-Centered Caregiving Through a Digital Toolkit for
Individuals with a Spinal Cord Injury

Chair: Michelle McCann, OTD
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Audrey Elizabeth Sawyer
Major: Occupational Therapy

Capstone: Everybody EATS: A Virtual Training Program Examining the Functions of
Behavior to Support Teachers with Classroom Management

Chair: Elena Donoso Brown, Ph.D.

Ayanna Eva Townsend
Major: Occupational Therapy

Capstone: Honoring the Legacy of Chuck Cooper II by Preparing Youth for Success
Through Social and Emotional Learning

Chair: Meghan Blaskowitz, DrPH

Maren Charlyn Weathersby
Major: Occupational Therapy

Capstone: Nurturing Sensory Development in the NICU: Empowering Care Partners
Chair: Elena Donoso Brown, Ph.D.

CANDIDATES FOR THE DOCTOR OF
PHYSICAL THERAPY DEGREE

*Christine Abdel
*^Katrina Naomi Bucher
*Capri Kathryn Catania

*Kyara Ivelise Chaparro Gonzalez
*Natalie Angela DiFrancesco
*^Ryan Alexander Grandolfo

*Kayla Elaine Grumski
*Gabrielle Catherine Hurst

*Marissa Jean Joseph
*Katelyn Mae Kennedy

*Anusha Kikani 
Philip J. Mutooni

*Emily Shannon Orr 
*Timothy Gerald Paglione

*Brandon Tyler Paroda
*Marina Catherine Pegula

*Marlyn Anna Root
*Bryce Richard Sainz
*Wesley Chase Seo

*Sarah Marie Solís Díaz
*Mary Teresa Stevenson
*Katherine Mary Thomas

*Kaitlyn Teresa Ward
*Julia Marie Zatta

CANDIDATES FOR THE DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY DEGREE

Yuting Song
Major: Health Sciences

Dissertation: An Examination of the Fluency and Anxiety Patterns in 
Mandarin-Speaking Individuals Who Do Not Stutter

Chair: Yang Chen, Ph.D.

Yongni Zhang
Major: Health Sciences

Dissertation: Evidence of Responsiveness for the Star Performer™:
A Computerized Tool for Quantifying Modified Star Excursion
Balance Test Performance

Chair: RobRoy L. Martin, Ph.D.
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SCHOOL OF SCIENCE AND ENGINEERING

Ellen S. Gawalt, Ph.D., Dean

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE AND BACHELOR OF ARTS DEGREE
CANDIDATES GRADUATING WITH ACADEMIC HONOR

SUMMA CUM LAUDE

Brandon Robert Haas

MAGNA CUM LAUDE

Tanner Ryan Brown 
Vincent Patrick Cioffari 

Gabriella F. DeRose 
Teresa Marie Englehardt 

Peter Joseph Fazio

CUM LAUDE

Naif Mohammed ALqurashi
Kendra Elizabeth Joachim

*Sara Elizabeth Knox
Marissa Elizabeth Lamke

Leah Marie Mrosko 
Marlee Sydelle Richards

GRADUATES OF THE SCHOOL OF SCIENCE
AND ENGINEERING

CANDIDATES FOR THE BACHELOR OF SCIENCE DEGREE

^Tanner Ryan Brown 
Vincent Patrick Cioffari 

Finnegan J. Davis-Martin
Gabriella F. DeRose

Darnell Duncan 
^Teresa Marie Englehardt

Peter Joseph Fazio
^Parker Reed Grisanti 

Kendra Elizabeth Joachim 
Kaden C. Kelly

*Sara Elizabeth Knox 
Marissa Elizabeth Lamke 

Emma Lynn Meixel 
Leah Marie Mrosko

^Matthew Alan Price 
Marlee Sydelle Richards

Elizabeth Rose Robey 
Alexandra E. Rozanovich 
Colin Nathaniel Sakony
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CANDIDATES FOR THE BACHELOR OF ARTS DEGREE

Naif Mohammed ALqurashi
*Marvelyn Joy Barug

Andrew Joseph D’Onofrio

Brandon Robert Haas
Kaustubh Rai

CANDIDATE FOR THE MASTER OF SCIENCE IN
ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE AND MANAGEMENT DEGREE

*Christopher Regis Dombrowski
Thesis: The Impact of Unconventional Gas Development on Well Water 

Quality in Two Communities in Southwestern Pennsylvania

CANDIDATES FOR THE MASTER OF SCIENCE DEGREE

David Curtis Adatsi
Major: Biomedical Engineering

*Sai Kiran Aglave
Major: Computer Science

*Akshith Raju Biruduraju
Major: Computer Science

*Devin Patrick Dougherty
Major: Computer Science

Lucas Fuller
Major: Chemistry

Clarisse Ilibagiza Umulisa
Major: Computer Science

Akshitha Padamati
Major: Computer Science

Jillian Marie Peters
Major: Biotechnology

Fernando Mauricio Tapia Tinoco
Major: Computer Science

Jayakrishnan Thamattumadom
Unnikrishnan

Major: Biomedical Engineering
Thesis: Cell Pairing via Fibronectin

Micropatterning for
Studying Intercellular
Mechanobiology
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CANDIDATES FOR THE DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY DEGREE

Benjamin Taylor Clegg
Major: Chemistry

Dissertation: Development of Soft Biomaterials for Ophthalmic and Therapeutic
Delivery Applications

Chair: Ellen Gawalt, Ph.D.

*Marisa Lee Guido
Major: Biology

Dissertation: Engineering Asaia Bogorenesis for Use in Paratransgenesis
against Malaria

Chair: David Lampe, Ph.D.

*Joseph Robert Heath
Major: Biology

Dissertation: Role of Cellular Proteins in the Regulation of Herpes
Simplex Virus Type 1 Gene Expression and DNA Replication

Chair: Jill Dembowski, Ph.D.

Joseph Alexander Makowski
Major: Chemistry

Dissertation: RNA Homodimerization: Structure, Dynamics, and
Transition Pathways

Chair: Mihaela-Rita Mihailescu, Ph.D.

Martin James Neal
Major: Chemistry

Dissertation: Discovery of the Multi-Ion Bridge Intermediate: An Experimentally
Consistent Mechanism for Azomethine Ylide Formation from
N-Oxides

Chair: Mihaela-Rita Mihailescu, Ph.D.

*Bethann Wilson
Major: Biology

Dissertation: Characterization of the Anaerobic Arsenite Oxidase Arx and
Evolution of Operons and FE-S Proteins in the MOBP Superfamily

Chair: John Stolz, Ph.D.
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Duquesne University Corporation
The members of the Duquesne University Corporation are members of the

Congregation of the Holy Spirit, or Spiritans, which founded and continue to 
sponsor Duquesne University. The members work in conjunction with the 

Board of Directors to govern Duquesne University.

Chair
Very Rev. John Fogarty, C.S.Sp.

Vice Chair
Rev. William Christy, C.S.Sp.

Secretary/Treasurer
Rev. John Sawicki, C.S.Sp.

Members
Rev. Benoit Mukamba, C.S.Sp.
Rev. Uju. Okeahialam, C.S.Sp.

Rev. Binh Quach, C.S.Sp.

46



Duquesne University Board of Directors
Chair of the Board

Diane S. Hupp

Vice Chair
Charles A. Kennedy

Secretary
Rev. James P. McCloskey, C.S.Sp.

Gary S. Aletto
Gregory S. Beard

Anthony J. Carfang
Sr. Margaret Carney, OSF

Daniel Cancelmi
Annie Hanna Cestra 

Senator Jay A. Costa Jr.
Steven N. Costabile
Matthew V. Costello 

Daniel S. Drawbaugh
Linda D. Eremita
Rodney W. Fink

Enrico J. Francani
Linda Varrenti Hernandez

Samir Hifri
Kendra W. Ingram

Charlotte S. Jefferies
Hon. Maureen P. Kelly

Jon R. Kinol
William J. Lyons
Robert I. Mallet
Lauren Martin

Christopher S. McMahon
Brian K. Parker

Joseph E. Rockey
Herbert S. Shear

Ex Officio
Rev. William Christy, C.S.Sp.

Monsignor Lawrence A. DiNardo
Very Rev. John Fogarty, C.S.Sp.
Rev. Raymond French, C.S.Sp.

Kenneth G. Gormley
Rev. John A. Sawicki, C.S.Sp.

Emeriti
Hon. Cynthia A. Baldwin 

John J. Connelly
Samuel A. Costanzo

David D’Eramo
Thomas R. Donahue
Thomas B. Grealish

Mary R. Grealy
Robert Z. Gussin

Joseph C. Guyaux
Marie M. Jones

Samuel P. Kamin
Scott M. Lammie
John J. McGinley

James F. McGuirk II
Irene M. Qualters
Arthur J. Rooney II 
Catharine M. Ryan 
Thaddeus J. Senko
John A. Staley IV
Brian L. Sullivan

Thomas A. Tribone
Sr. Linda Yankoski, CSFN

Patricia D. Yoder
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Duquesne University Administration
President

Kenneth G. Gormley, J.D.

Executive Vice President and Provost
David J. Dausey, Ph.D., Ed.D.

Vice President for Technology and Chief Information Officer 
Tom Dugas, M.S.

Senior Vice President for Enrollment Management 
Joel Bauman, M.A.

Senior Vice President for Student Life 
Leanna Fenneberg, Ph.D.

Senior Vice President for Mission and Identity
Rev. Raymond French, C.S.Sp., M.A.

Senior Vice President for Finance and Business 
Matthew J. Frist, Ed.D.

Senior Vice President of Civic Engagement and External Relations
William Generett Jr., J.D.

Chief of Staff and Senior Advisor
Daniel Gilman

Vice President of Athletics
Dave Harper, M.B.A.

Senior Vice President for University Advancement 
Michael LaFrankie, MPPM

Senior Advisor to the President for Strategic Initiatives
Rev. James P. McCloskey, C.S.Sp., Ph.D.

Chief Opportunity, Community Building and Engagement Officer 
and Senior Advisor to the President
Crystal McCormick Ware, M.S. Ed.

Vice President for Marketing and Communications
Gabriel Welsch, M.F.A.

Senior Vice President for Legal Affairs and General Counsel 
Pamela L. Wilkins, J.D.
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Students whose name appear in this program are candidates for degrees as of the 
deadline to apply for December graduation.

Latin Honors (e.g., Cum Laude) for December candidates in this program are 
based on cumulative grade point averages at the conclusion of the summer term 

and are therefore tentative. Latin Honors are confirmed after the conclusion of the 
fall term and will be reflected on final official transcripts and University diplomas.

Undergraduates must have completed at least 60 credits in residence at the 
conclusion of their studies to qualify for Latin Honors.
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