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QuickStart Guide: Do’s and Don’ts 
Please DO: 

• Pass six HONR courses before graduation (not including “R” courses) 

• Maintain a minimum 3.3 GPA (we check this in your graduation semester) 

• Take HONR classes as soon as you can, whenever you can. You are 
welcome to take more than six. 

• Get your information about honors courses from this packet, Dr. Roberts, 
and/or Juliet.  Other sources might confuse you. 

• Discuss research and e-portfolio 0-credit options if you’re worried about 
reaching six HONR classes before graduation. 
 

Please do NOT: 

• Worry that you might need certain specific HONR courses.  YOU DO NOT. 

• Ask how you can “make” a non-HONR course “honors.” YOU CANNOT. 

• Ask how you can “make” study abroad courses “honors.” YOU CANNOT. 

• Try to get “honors credit” for things that aren’t HONR.  YOU CANNOT. 

• Attempt to take the Honors Symposium class before sophomore year. IT’S 
A BAD IDEA. 
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Checklist of Bridges CLE requirements: 

Bridges requirement BRDG option HONR option 
On-Ramp: Intro to Bridges Canvas site that does NOT count as a course. 

Recommended you take HONR 001 instead. 
001  

Information Literacy 100 - 

Writing and Analysis 101 101 

Writing and Literature 102 102 

Essential Questions EQ courses 154 

Foundations in Ethical Reasoning 105 155 

Communication and Creative Expression 
(BRCE) 

Wide range of courses. Search by attribute: 
BRCE 

202 (Steel Pan Band) 
204 (Enjoyment of Music, Pittsburgh Live) 
210-216 varies by semester (BRCE attribute) 

Critical Thinking and Problem Solving (BRCT) Wide range of courses. Search by attribute: 
BRCT 

210-216 varies by semester. Look for BRCT 
attribute 

Cultural Fluency and Responsiveness (BRCF) Wide range of courses. Search by attribute: 
BRCF 

202 (Steel Pan Band) 
203 (August Wilson House) 
205 (Study Abroad) 
210-216 varies by semester (BRCF attribute) 

Ethical Reasoning and Moral Responsibility 
(BRET) 

Wide range of courses. Search by attribute: 
BRET 

210-216 varies by semester. Look for BRET 
attribute 

Quantitative and Scientific Reasoning (BRQS) Wide range of courses. Search by attribute: 
BRQS 

210-216 varies by semester. Look for BRQS 
attribute 

Social and Historical Reasoning (BRSH) Wide range of courses. Search by attribute: 
BRSH 

203 (August Wilson House) 
210-216 varies by semester (BRSH attribute) 

Theology and Philosophy courses (1 each) 
 

Must have THEO / PHIL subject code. Can be 
taken to fulfill competencies also. 

210-216 varies by semester. Carry Theology 
or Philosophy attribute. 

Experiential Learning (BREL) Wide range of courses and opportunities.  
Search by attribute: BREL 

203 (August Wilson House) 
205 (Study Abroad) 

Writing Enrichment Wide range of courses. Search by attribute: 
BRWE 

210-216 (all 200-level tutorials are writing-
enriched) 
300 (Directed Readings) 

Capstone (BRCP) Offered by major and program Honors Fellows courses: 395, 450, 495 
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Spring 2023 HONR course descriptions 
 

HONR Title Description Days and 
Times 

Professor Do I need to 
register for a 
tutorial (“R”) 
section? 

Bridges 
equivalent? 

102-
01 

Hon Writing & 
Literature: 
 
 Neil Gaiman 
 

 

In this in-person course we will have the 
pleasure of reading some of the works of 
the very prolific writer, Neil Gaiman, who 
writes evocatively and compellingly in 
many genres. Course readings will include his 
long-running comic book series The 
Sandman (recently made into a Netflix series); 
his short Gothic novels originally 
marketed to children, including Coraline and 
The Graveyard Book; a sampling of 
his short stories from his collections Trigger 
Warning and Adventures in the Dream 
Trade; his retellings of Norse myths; his non-
fiction commentaries on how and 
why he writes; and his fantasy novels The 
Ocean at the End of the Lane and The 
Anansi Boys. We will explore these works by 
examining the elements of fiction in 
each, viewing and analyzing their film 
adaptations, and considering the viewpoints 
of literary critics about his works. Course 
Requirements will include several 
analytical papers and creative projects, an oral 
presentation, and reading quizzes. 

MWF 9-9:50 Dr. Sue 
Howard 

No Yes - 102 

102-
02 

Hon Writing & 
Lit: 

One of the most celebrated American 
playwrights of the 20th century, August Wilson 

TR 9:25-10:40 Dr. Kathy 
Glass 

No Yes - 102 
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 August Wilson 

 
 

(1945-2005) was known for his powerful 
renderings of African American culture, 
dialogue, and history. A Pittsburgh native and 
winner of two Pulitzer Prizes, Wilson wrote 
plays that enjoy enduring success among critics 
and audiences alike. This course highlights the 
Pittsburgh cycle, a group of ten major works 
(nine of which are set in Pittsburgh). Each play, 
seasoned with humor and grit, explores a 
critical issue facing black Americans during the 
twentieth century. Throughout the semester, 
students will read plays, analyze dramatic 
texts, write critical papers, listen to recordings, 
and discuss Wilson’s poignant masterpieces. In 
addition, this course gives students an 
opportunity to build on the writing and 
analytical skills developed in Honors 101. 

102-
03 

Hon Writing & 
Lit:  
 
Shakespeare & 
the Law 

 

Justice and injustice are frequent preoccupations in 

the plays of William Shakespeare. From Shylock’s 

insistence that the law entitles him to cut a pound of 

flesh from the body of the merchant who owes him 

money to King Lear’s belated realization that he has 

paid too little intention to the misery of his most 

impoverished subjects, Shakespeare’s plays 

frequently enact conflicts that raise profound 

questions about power, morality, and human nature.  

 Sometimes, as with Shylock’s suit (which 

he loses), these conflicts are staged as legal trials, 

with judges (or rulers sitting in judgment), lawyers, 

and other officials disputing about the laws and their 

application. Kings and princes were believed to 

personify earthly justice. Two plays, The Winter’s 

Tale and Henry VIII, depict kings who turn against 

their own queens, who are then forced to defend 

themselves in legal proceedings that are manifestly 

unfair. In Hamlet, similarly, Hamlet struggles to 

avenge his murdered father, the late King of 

TR 1:40-2:55 Dr. Stuart 
Kurland 

No 
 

Yes- 102 
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Denmark, when the murderer—his own brother—

has taken his place as the embodiment of rule and 

law. In other plays, the potential conflict between 

power and law is staged in mock trials or trial-like 

scenes, as in Much Ado about Nothing, where a 

wedding turns into a quasi-judicial proceeding when 

a bridegroom, misled by false testimony, accuses his 

bride of disloyalty, or Measure for Measure, where a 

ruler misuses his authority to try to take advantage 

of a religious novice, who has no place to turn for 

justice. 

 Shakespeare and the Law will explore 

Shakespeare’s treatment of justice and justice in 

these and other plays, seeking to understand more 

fully the range of Shakespeare’s thinking about right 

and wrong and the nature of humanity and human 

conflict. Class sessions will be organized primarily 

around discussion. Where possible, readings will be 

supplemented with video selections from film or 

stage productions and adaptations. Course 

requirements will include analytical essays, some of 

them informed by research in literary and dramatic 

scholarship, and exams. While this class may be of 

interest to students pursuing or contemplating 

majors in fields such as Political Science, Forensics 

and Law, History, English, Theater Arts, or 

Education, or planning to apply to law school, 

students from all areas of the University are 

welcome.No prior knowledge of Shakespeare or 
English literature is assumed or required. 

102-
04 

Hon Writing & 
Lit:  
 

Jane Austen is everywhere. From film  
adaptations to you tube videos, action figures 
to pajamas, Austen’s writings, her legacy, and 
family history have now become a part of our 
cultural imagination. This course will consider 
Austen’s work in the context of popular 
culture. We will read Austen novels, and 
contemporary  

TR 10:50-
12:05 

Dr. Laura 
Engel 

No Yes – 102 
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Jane Austen 

 

Austen spin-offs, watch film and television 
adaptations, and examine various Austen  
accessories, blogs, websites, and tourist 
attractions in order to ask why Austen’s 
narratives are still so engaging and relevant to 
21st century audiences. 

102-
05 

Hon Writing & 
Lit: Food & Lit 
 

 

“What’s for dinner?” We’ve probably all asked 
that question many times, but what happens 
when we stop and think about why the answer 
matters? To explore this question,   
we will explore how contemporary nonfiction 
writers and documentary filmmakers grapple 
with issues of food in relation to social justice, 
cultural identity, and the health of our 
environment and ourselves. Through a variety 
of reading and writing activities, we will 
heighten our understanding of the 
environmental impact of our food choices; the 
social implications of changing food ways 
among traditional ethnic communities; the 
spiritual dimensions of our relationship with 
food, and the ethics of food production, 
distribution, and consumption. We will also 
learn to analyze and critique the rhetorical 
approaches of the writers and filmmakers 
included on our syllabus.  
 
Readings will include Jonathan Safran Foer’s 
Eating Animals, Michael Pollan’s The 
Omnivore’s Dilemma: A Natural History of Four 

TR 3:05-4:20 Dr. Thomas 
Kinnahan 

No Yes- 102 
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Meals, and several other texts, as well as 
excerpts from works such as Michael Twitty’s 
The Cooking Gene: A Journey Through African-
American Cuisine in the Old South, Alice 
Waters’ We Are What We Eat: A Slow Food 
Manifesto, and others. We will view several 
films, including King Corn and Food, Inc., as 
well as portions of the Netflix series High on 
the Hog: How African-American Cuisine 
Transformed America. 

 
 

HONR Title Description Days and 
Times 

Professor Do I need to 
register for a 
tutorial (“R”) 
section? 

Bridges 
equivalent? 

154-
01 

EQ: Why 
Ukraine? 
 
 

Ever since the morning of February 24, 2022, 
Ukraine has unremittingly, for months now, 
occupied the front pages of the world’s news 
outlets. The Russian invasion of Ukraine on that 
day initiated the most massive war in continental 
Europe since 1945, with the loss of tens of 
thousands of lives and displacement of millions of 
refugees. Its impact has been felt globally – from 
the energy crisis in Europe to threats of starvation 
in Africa and other regions reliant on exports of 
Ukrainian grain. For many, the historical 
experience of Ukraine that underlies this war is 
little known, and even less well understood. The 
territories that today constitute Ukraine 
historically were part – sometimes concurrently, 
sometimes sequentially – of the Russian and 
Habsburg Austrian empires, Poland, and -- to a 
lesser extent, Hungary and interwar Romania and 

TR 1:40-2:55 Dr. Nelia 
Martsinkiv 

No Yes- Essential 
Questions 
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Czechoslovakia, and earlier even the Ottoman 
Turkish empire. They were the heart of Central 
and Eastern Europe that Yale historian Timothy 
Snyder has dubbed “the Bloodlands,” for the 14 
million victims of the Stalinist and Hitlerite 
regimes. In this course we will study why 
Ukrainian lands were so central in European 
power politics and why Ukraine was –and in the 
case of Russia, still is – an object of empire 
building. 

154-
02 

EQ: Are we 
Immortal? 

 
 
 

There are many philosophical arguments about 
what happens after we die. Some argue that our 
immortal souls survive the death of our bodies 
and that we are either rewarded or punished in 
the afterlife. Some argue that we’re rewarded or 
punished by being reborn in a new kind of body. 
And some argue that nothing happens at all. But 
our different beliefs about the afterlife (or lack 
thereof!) affect how we live our lives while we’re 
still living them. In this course, we will read and 
discuss philosophical literature from a diverse set 
of intellectual contexts to explore the existential 
consequences of different beliefs about the 
afterlife. We will ask how the values we hold, the 
choices we make, and the lives we hope to live 
might change if we changed our minds about 
whether or not we are mortal beings.   

TR 10:50-
12:05 

Prof. Dan 
Cook 

No Yes – 
Essential 
Questions 

154-
03 

EQ: Who 
Was/Is Jesus? 

 

We will attempt an investigation into the identity 
of Jesus the Christ not only as a historical figure of 
the past, but also as perpetually present in our 
world. We will insist on his Jewish, human, and 
divine identities as portrayed in the Bible, as well 
as visual representations of Jesus in various 
historical, geographical, and socio-political 

TR 10:50-
12:05 

Dr. Radu 
Bordeianu 

No Yes – 
Essential 
Questions 



 11 

contexts by focusing on works of art through the 
centuries. 

154-
04 

EQT: Does 
God Exist? 

 

This course examines the claims atheists make 
against faith and the responses believers make to 
these claims. Those who take this course may 
expect to gain a solid understanding of the most 
prominent traditional arguments in favor of God’s 
existence, along with the counterarguments 
against them. The course emphasizes a balanced 
approach between the two, inviting students to 
think critically about the material and to 
formulate their own conclusions 

TR 3:05-4:20 Dr. Marie 
Baird 

No Yes – 
Essential 
Questions 

154-
05 

EQ: Why Do 
Feelings 
Matter? 

 
 

Feelings are a basic human experience: we all 
have them, and some studies suggest we all have 
more of less the same basic subset of them. In this 
course, we’ll look at texts from the ancient world 
through the present that discuss the value of 
emotion in human experience. From Plato 
through Shakespeare to the Marvel Cinematic 
Universe, understandings of emotion have shaped 
how we construct other categories like gender, 
class, and race, as well as whose experience is 
considered valid and whose isn’t. In this class, our 
focus will be both on thinking through some of the 
history of how we understand emotion in the 
West, as well as what our feelings mean and what 
value they have for our own experience as we 
navigate the world. 

MW 3:25-
4:40 

Dr. Danielle 
St. Hilaire 

No Yes – 
Essential 
Questions 

 
HONR Title Description Days and 

Times 
Professor Do I need to 

register for a 
tutorial (“R”) 
section? 

Bridges 
equivalent? 
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155-
01 

Hon Intro to 
Ethical 
Reasoning: Art 
Media and 
Morality 
 
 

 

The goal of this course is to consider various 
arts forms and media, and to explore their 
moral and political impact on us. 

TR 9:25-10:40 Prof. 
Christopher 
Lutz 

No BRDG 105 

155-
02 

Hon Intro to 
Ethical 
Reasoning: Our 
Animal Others 
 
  
 

Ethics is a branch of philosophy that asks what 
it means to live a good life and how we should 
treat others. This introductory course assumes 
no prior knowledge of philosophy or ethics. 
Students will read ethical theories from 
different historical and cultural contexts and 
use these theories to think through a pressing 
contemporary moral issue: our relation to 
animals. We will use ethical theories to ask 
moral questions such as: Do animals have 
rights? Do we have obligations towards 
animals? Is it morally acceptable to consume 
meat? Does the practice of hunting respect 
animals? Is factory farming defensible when it 
alleviates human suffering? Thinking through 
these and other relevant issues will prepare 
students to reason ethically, exercise good 
moral judgment, and demonstrate personal 
integrity. 

TR 1:40-2:55 Prof. Daniel 
Cook 

No BRDG 105 

155-
04 

Hon Intro to 
Ethical 
Reasoning: 

Like a choose-your-own-adventure story, 
particular beliefs and fundamental 
assumptions about life, society, the universe 

TR 10:50-
12:05 

Prof. Tim 
Frazier 

No BRDG 105 
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Avenues & 
Roadmaps 

 
 

and our place in it, and god(s) open up 
different avenues of different outlooks on 
ethics. This course seeks to lay some of these 
out from a bird's eye view, utilizing insights 
from sociology, philosophy, and theology. 

155-
61 

Hon Intro to 
Ethical 
Reasoning:  
 
Rule Breakers  

 
 

 Rule-Breakers takes as its centerpiece the 
internationally acclaimed film series, 
"Dekalog," a set of related narratives exploring 
the consequences of transgressing divine 
norms found in the Ten Commandments. 
Through these masterfully-crafted stories, we 
will explore perennial questions about the 
human condition and consider what it means 
to live out of harmony with God and other 
humans. We 
will meet on Thursday evenings from 6-9 pm, 
and divide our time into three parts: first, 
engage in student-led introductions to the 
night’s topic,  
based on assigned readings; second, watch the 
50-minute film together; and in the final hour 
discuss the subtleties of the film narrative and 
its 
implications for our understanding of the 
commandment being explored. 

R 6:00-8:40 
pm 

Dr. Ken 
Parker 

No BRDG 105 

 
 

HONR Title Description Days and 
Times 

Professor Do I need to 
register for a 
tutorial (“R”) 
section? 

Bridges 
Equivalent? 
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199-
55 

Honors Symposium 
 

Honors College sophomores and above who: 
▪ Were admitted to the Honors 

College in their second Duquesne 
semester, or later OR 

▪ Want to transfer in CHS, AP, IB, etc. 
credit OR 

▪ Study abroad or are otherwise 
unable to take six HONR tutorials 

Are eligible for this course.  The format is 
online and asynchronous.  Using online 
resources and meetings with the instructor, 
students will develop a symposium abstract 
and poster or video based on a paper or 
presentation that was already written in a 
previous semester.  Students are not 
permitted to create new research projects 
for the symposium alone.  With the help of 
an additional faculty advisor, students will 
submit their abstracts and present their 
posters or videos at Duquesne’s 
Undergraduate Research and Scholarship 
Symposium (URSS) in April.  Students must 
adhere to all rules and deadlines of the URSS 
in order to pass the class. This course can 
count as one of the six HONR courses 
needed for graduation. 

Online, 
Asynchronous 
(Do in your 
own time, 
follow official 
deadlines) 

Dr. Kathleen 
Glenister 
Roberts 

No None, but 
can be 
counted as 
one of six 
HONR 
courses for 
graduation 

 
 

 
HONR Title Description Days and 

Times 
Professor Do I need to 

register for a 
tutorial (“R” 
for 

Bridges 
equivalent? 
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Recitation) 
section? 

203 Honors Tutorial SJ: 
August Wilson House 
 

This course approaches social justice 
issues such as community trauma, 
poverty, and inequity head-on by working 
side-by-side with community partners in 
the Hill District. The crux of the course is 
in event planning and community 
organizing; students will participate in the 
creation of events and art enrichment 
plans for August Wilson House. It is a 
tutorial, meeting for one hour per week 
during regular semester weeks of class. 
You must co-register for HONR 203R. 

Meets as a 
tutorial.  You 
must register 
for HONR 
203R, which 
meets on 
Fridays 11-
11:50 

Dr. Erik 
Garrett 

Yes Communication 
and Creative 
Expression 
(BRCC), Cultural 
Fluency (BRCF), 
Writing-
Enriched 

204  Hon Sem CA: 
Enjoyment of Music 

 

This course leads to an understanding of 
how music’s basic elements, melody, 
harmony, rhythm and form, are used to 
communicate the composer’s expressive 
intent. The Enjoyment of Music: 
Pittsburgh Live is an experiential class. We 
will listen to a wide variety of music, and 
we will attend live and virtual 
performances. There will be two evening 
performances that occur outside of class 
time. 

TR 4:30-5:45 Dr. Ed 
Kocher 

No Communication 
and Creative 
Expression 
(BRCC), Social 
and Historical 
Reasoning 
(BRSH) 

205 Hon International 
Study Abroad 
 

Honors College students are encouraged 
to study abroad.  This course allows 
students to explore a topic of their 
choosing and add reflective exercises to 
their travels.  Students will work with the 
instructor to determine what form their 
coursework will take and will participate 
in tutorial discussions on zoom. Please 

Meets as a 
tutorial, to 
be arranged 
with Dr. 
Roberts 
while you are 
abroad.  
Please 
register for 

Dr. Kathleen 
Glenister 
Roberts 

Yes – register 
for HONR 
205R. We will 
arrange zoom 
meet times 
after you 
register 

Cultural 
Fluency (BRCF), 
Experiential 
Learning (BREL) 
Writing-
Enriched 
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also register for HONR 205R when you 
register for this class. 

HONR 205R 
also 

208 Hon Musics of Africa 
and the African 
Diaspora:  
Steel Pan Band ! 
 

 
 

In this course you will learn to play in a 
steel drum band!  The main aim of this 
course is to provide a framework for the 
understanding of music originating and as 
performed in the continent of Africa and 
the African Diaspora. It explores the 
variety of music of the continent and its 
diaspora, by focusing on selected musical 
cultures, the knowledge of which will 
enable the student to appreciate how 
social and cultural life are interlaced with 
music. Ideas and information will be 
drawn from recordings, videos, readings, 
lectures, discussions, and in-class 
performances. 

MW  
4:25-5:40 

Prof. Ken 
Schrader 

No Communication 
& Creative 
Expression 
(BRCC), 
Cultural 
Fluency and 
Responsiveness 
(BRCF) 

210 Hon Tutorial: 
Psychology and 
Spirituality 

 

Contemporary psychology and the world’s 
spiritual traditions share an interest in 
alleviating suffering and cultivating well-
being by fostering transformations in 
consciousness, culture, and 
relationship. The life-enhancing potential 
of psycho-spiritual experiences, world-
views, practices, and ways of being will be 
the main theme of our course, with an 
emphasis on self-discovery, loving 
relationships, and social/racial/ecological 
justice.  

With an innovative format, the 
course is designed for honors students 
and oriented to foster in-depth 
exploration.   A crucial component of the 
course will involve introducing 

Meets as a 
tutorial. 
Choose ONE 
section of 
210R 

Dr. Will 
Adams 

Yes – choose 
ONE section 
of 210R:  
 
R 8:25-9:15 
R 9:25-10:15 
R 1:40-2:30 

Critical 
Thinking 
(BRCT), Social & 
Historical 
Reasoning 
(BRSH), 
Theology, 
Writing-
Enriched 
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various experiential methods of 
meditation and other contemplative 
practices, thereby helping 
students cultivate their capacities of 
attention, focus, deep 
reflection, understanding, and 
compassion in order to vivify their 
learning and foster personal growth. 
Students must co-register for a section of 
210R with Dr. Adams. 

211 Hon Tutorial:  
Intersectional 
Approaches to Social 
Justice 
 

 

Kimberlé Crenshaw initially developed the 
idea of “intersectionality” as a legal 
concept to address oversights in the law 
where civil right and protections from 
discrimination were concerned. 
“Intersectionality” has now entered the 
vocabulary of all who are concerned with 
the social complexities of addressing 
injustice and working for change. 
“Intersectional Approaches to Social 
Justice” will invite students to think, read, 
discuss, and write about the various 
categories of identity that shape a person 
and their experience of (in)justice in the 
world—race, gender, sexual orientation, 
immigration status, membership in a faith 
community, and (dis)abilities, among 
other categories. Our tutorial will draw 
from law, literature, gender studies, 
sociology, memoirs, and movies. Students 
will be expected to complete a final 
project in the form of an extended 
research paper or a multimodal project 
(building a resource website, making a 

Meets as a 
tutorial. 
Choose ONE 
section of 
211R 

Dr. Emad 
Mirmotahari 

Yes – choose 
ONE section 
of 211R: 
 
W 6:00-6:50 
OR 
W 7:00-7:50 
OR 
W 8:00-8:50 
 

Communication 
& Creative 
Expression 
(BRCC), Cultural 
Fluency and 
Responsiveness  
(BRCF), Critical 
Thinking 
(BRCT), 
Writing-
Enriched 
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documentary, a podcast, designing a 
teaching unit, etc.). Students must also 
register for one section of HONR 211R 
with Dr. Emad Mirmotahari. 

212 Hon Tutorial: Out of 
Time 

 

The passage of time is consequential, no 
matter who or what we are.  Before we 
are Out of Time, in this course we will 
take a multidisciplinary approach to 
understanding the phenomenon of time 
with course materials from physics, 
philosophy, theology, anthropology, 
fantasy literature, and science fiction.  
These include films, novels, and essays 
which you will read on your own so we 
can discuss them together in recitation.  
Students are evaluated on their 
contributions to tutorial sessions (in some 
weeks, via very brief responses to 
prompts), and a final digital humanities 
project.  Students do not need to have 
prior knowledge of any discipline 
represented, and will be encouraged to 
personalize and customize the course 
through their creative responses to 
readings. 
Students must also register for one 
section of HONR 212R with Dr. Kathleen 
Roberts. 
 

Meets as a 
tutorial. 
Choose ONE 
section of 
212R 

Dr. Kathleen 
Roberts 

Yes – choose 
ONE section 
of 212R: 
 
M 3:00-3:50 
OR 
W 3:00-3:50 
OR 
F 3:00-3:50 
 

Communication 
& Creative 
Expression 
(BRCC), 
Quantitative & 
Scientific 
Reasoning 
(BRQS), 
Philosophy, 
Writing-
Enriched 

213 Hon Tutorial: 
Invention of 
Philosophy 
 

Western philosophy begins with two 
authors who remain household names 
over two thousand years after their 
deaths. Not only their names but, more 
importantly, their ideas live on in our 

Meets as a 
tutorial. 
Choose ONE 
section of 
HONR 213R 

Prof. 
Christopher 
Lutz 

Yes – choose 
ONE section 
of 213R: 
 

Philosophy, 
Critical 
Thinking  
(BRCT), Social & 
Historical 
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modern-day arts, sciences, and politics. 
Plato was the first to introduce many of 
the problems over which philosophers 
have been puzzling ever since, and 
Aristotle, Plato’s student and friend, was 
among the first to attempt to unravel 
them. In this course, we will study the 
birth of philosophy in the thought of 
these two figures, asking what it is about 
their work that has made it so timeless. 
Students must also register for one 
section of HONR 213R with Prof. 
Christopher Lutz. 

T 12:15-1:05 
or 
R 12:15-1:05 
or 
R 1:40-2:30 
 
 

Reasoning 
(BRSH, Writing-
Enriched 

214 Hon Tutorial: World 
Religions 
 
 

 

What is a “religion”? What are the major 
religions in the world? How do we 
understand them according to their own 
perspectives and historical experiences? 
These are some of the core questions we 
will answer in this course. The focus of the 
course is on introducing students to the 
major religions of human history and 
giving them the resources to continue 
reading, observing, and learning about the 
world’s religions for the rest of their 
lives. The aims of the course are: (a) 
develop a sophisticated understanding of 
the questions that arise when 
contemporary people discuss world 
religions; (b) form an appreciative 
contextual understanding of how 
different religions developed and how 
they understand the meaning of life and 
their role in history; and (c) begin thinking 
about the possible relevance of 

Meets as a 
tutorial. 
Choose ONE 
section of 
HONR 214R 

Dr. Kevin 
Mongrain 

Yes – choose 
ONE section 
of 214R: 
 
M 12:00-
12:50 or 
W 12:00-
12:50 or 
F 12:00-12:50 
 

Cultural 
Fluency and 
Responsiveness 
(BRCF), Critical 
Thinking  
(BRCT), 
Theology, 
Writing-
Enriched 
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understanding world religions for living in 
this contemporary world of class struggle 
in a high technology economy, war, 
terrorism, global warming, and other the 
21st century issues.  Students must also 
register for one section of HONR 214R 
with Dr. Kevin Mongrain. 

215 Hon Tutorial: 
Theology, Race, and 
Religion 

 
 

 This tutorial explores the intersection of 
race and theology in contemporary 
society, focusing on the American context 
in particular, but will reference other 
global contexts as comparative cases. The 
goals of the tutorial are: 

1. To enable tutorial members’ 
growth in reflecting critically, and 
historically, on contemporary 
forms of white supremacy and 
racism 

2. To understand Christianity’s 
relation to the problems of white 
supremacist and racist 
phenomena, such that Christianity 
is seen complexly as both 
reinforcing the problems and 
resisting them 

3. To reflect critically on different 
theological works that enable 
Christian faith to be anti-racist in 
practice, and to facilitate course 
member’s creation of their own 
anti-racist strategies in belief and 
practice. 

Students must co-register in a section of 
215R with Dr. Vasko. 

Meets as a 
tutorial. 
Choose ONE 
section of 
HONR 215R 

Dr. Elisabeth 
Vasko 

Yes – choose 
ONE section 
of 215R: 
 
T 3:05-3:55 or 
R 10:50-11:40 
or 
R 12:15-1:05 
 
 

Cultural 
Fluency and 
Responsiveness 
(BRCF), Ethical 
and Moral 
Responsibility 
(BRET), 
Theology, 
Writing-
Enriched 
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216 Hon Tutorial: Exile 
and Migration 
 

 
 

This course explores US-Mexico border 
issues through considerations of exile, 
migration, assimilation, and resistance in 
several canonical border narratives. 
The course also explores issues of gender, 
stereotypes, and human rights. The goal is 
to challenge received Mexican and Latin 
American stereotypes in the context 
of violence and the pressures 
of globalization. The working 
corpus includes literature, film, and essay 
writing. Conducted in English. Students 
must register for one section of HONR 
216R with Dr. Eduardo Ruiz. 
 

Meets as a 
tutorial. 
Choose ONE 
section of 
HONR 216R 

Dr. Eduardo 
Ruiz 

Yes – choose 
ONE section 
of 216R: 
 
T 9:25-10:15 
 
R 9:25-10:15 
 
 

Comm and 
Creative 
Expression 
(BRCC), Cultural 
Fluency and 
Responsiveness  
(BRCF), BRWR 
 
 
 

217 Hon Tutorial: Fake 
Data 
 

 

Information, and specifically, data and the 
inferences from that data spread quickly 
across the world in this instantaneous 
digital work. Tweets and posts are liked, 
retweeted and commented on without 
examination of what is in the tweet or 
post. Old pictures, video, numbers, 
graphics are constantly shared and re-
shared. And many of them are wrong, or 
simply selectively edited to lead to an 
incorrect interpretation. This is the digital 
misinformation highway.   
This is a course that will hone your digital 
citizenship skills. It is about "calling out 
this false information—thus calling out 
lies. And they are lies. You will begin 
honing your skills in spotting, dissecting, 
and publicly refuting false claims and 

Meets as a 
tutorial. 
Choose ONE 
section of 
HONR 217R 

Dr. Jim 
Schreiber 

Yes – Choose 
ONE section 
of 217R: 
 
T 9:25-10:15 
 
R 9:25-10:15 

Quantitative 
and Scientific 
Reasoning 
(BRQS), Social 
and Historic 
Reasoning 
(BRSH), BRWR 
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inferences based on quantitative, 
statistical, and computational analysis of 
data. Information skills fostered in the 
course includes spotting misinformation, 
causal fallacies, statistical traps, data 
visualization, big data, interpreting 
scientific claims, fake news and social 
media, and refutation techniques. This 
course will introduce students to data 
analysis and visualization with R, Jamovi, 
and Tableau Public. As an introductory 
course, everyone is welcome. Students 
must co-register in a section of 217R with 
Dr. Jim Schreiber. 

 
 
 

HONR Title Description Days and 
Times 

Professor Do I need to 
register for a 
tutorial (“R”) 
section? 

Bridges 
equivalent? 

300 Directed 
Readings 

 

Independent study taken with a professor, 
either by sitting in an advanced (graduate level) 
course or by arranging a series of specially-
selected readings and assignments 

Online, 3 
credits. 
Arrange 
meetings with 
your faculty 
mentor 

Dr. Kathleen 
Glenister 
Roberts 
administers 
the course 
but you will 
choose a 
faculty 
mentor 

No Writing-
enriched 
course 
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395 Honors 
Fellowship 

 

One of two required courses to achieve Honors 
Fellow status, or to denote progress toward a 
national fellowship application. 

Online, 0 
credits 

Dr. Kathleen 
Glenister 
Roberts 
administers 
the course 
but you will 
need a 
faculty 
mentor 

No Part of 
Honors 
College 
capstone. 
Can be added 
to your 
departmental 
capstone. 

450 Honors 
Senior 
Project 

 

Can be used toward Honors Fellows award, 
Senior Scholar award, or as elective.   

Online, 3 
credits. 
Arrange 
meetings with 
your faculty 
mentor 

Dr. Kathleen 
Glenister 
Roberts 
administers 
the course 
but you will 
need a 
faculty 
mentor 

No Part of 
Honors 
College 
capstone. 
Can be added 
to your 
departmental 
capstone. 

495 Advanced 
Honors 
Symposium 

 

Present your Honors Fellows, Senior Scholar, or 
independent study project in a public academic 
forum.  Should be taken in the semester when 
you are completing your project. 

Online, 0 
credits.  
Discuss with 
your faculty 
mentor what 
form your 
presentation 
will take. 

Dr. Kathleen 
Glenister 
Roberts 
administers 
the course 
but you will 
need a 
faculty 
mentor 

No Part of 
Honors 
College 
capstone. 
Can be added 
to your 
departmental 
capstone. 

 


