College: McAnulty College and Graduate School of Liberal Arts
Syllabus: HCE-654/754, RESEARCH ETHICS, Fall 2021
Course: Tuesday 3:05-5:45 pm Fisher Hall 609
Office hours:

Wednesday 10:00am-12:00pm, Friday 1:00pm-3:00pm or appointment or walk-in,
300 Fisher Hall
Tel. 412.396.2616
Email: gielenj@duq.edu

Course instructor:

Joris Gielen, Ph.D.
Duquesne University, 600 Forbes Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15282

Outline
The course will familiarize students with the recent issues and debates in research ethics. It will start
with an introduction in empirical research in bioethics. This empirical basis will serve as an example
from which research ethics will be explored. The course will analyze the various ethical dimensions of
different types of research in the field of healthcare, in particular informed consent, risk-benefit
assessment, ethical review, and research with special populations. It, then, offers the opportunity to
study in more details subjects as international research, research with children, animal research,
ethics review committees, and research integrity.

COVID Precautions
This course is offered in HyFlex mode meaning students have the option to attend either in person or
through Zoom. Students attending in person are required to wear a mask to prevent spread of the
disease.

Course Objectives
a)

Course Description

This course trains students in the basics of empirical research in bioethics and provides knowledge
and skills to ethically assess healthcare research projects. Given the importance of qualitative
research in healthcare ethics, there is a particular focus on qualitative research. Students learn to
propose, design, and assess qualitative research projects and they gain hands-on experience with
interviewing and qualitative data analysis. Through reading, class discussions, and direct practice,
students learn to ethically assess healthcare research projects.

b)

Competencies

Upon completion of the course students should master the following competencies, as should be
demonstrated throughout the research projects and presentations, class participation and in the
research essay:
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a. The ability to critically reflect upon the relationships between normative bioethics and
empirical research, including the capacity to propose empirical research projects that could
meaningfully contribute to normative argument development
b. The capability to critically assess the ethical aspects of research in health care
c. The capacity of argument development in specific topics in research ethics

c)

General HCE Program Learning Outcomes

The following HCE Program Learning Outcomes pertain to this course.
Fundamental Knowledge. Students can understand and analyze issues in research ethics.
Multi-disciplinary Study. Students can critically relate religious research ethics with multi-disciplinary
fields in health care as a diverse and global enterprise, in particular empirical research, but, also,
medicine, philosophy, and science.
Scholarship. Students can research and write scholarly essays, teach and communicate effectively,
and present academic papers that present cogent argument(s), engage scholarly literature, and
demonstrate critical thinking and analysis in the field of research ethics.
Ethical Leadership. Students can function as experts in research ethics and provide guidance on
ethical aspects of health research, particularly in IRBs.

Course Procedures
a)

Research Projects and Required Readings

a.1) General Procedure
For this course, the students have to complete three written assignments: two research projects, and
one research essay (25 pages plus endnotes and bibliography). Students will prepare and submit
these assignments as per the schedule below.
i.
ii.
iii.

Research Project #1, due Wednesday, October 13
Research Project #2, due Wednesday, November 3
Research Essay, due Thursday, December 9
• Submit Essay thesis, a 500 words abstract, outline, and basic bibliography, by Friday,
October 22.
• Option to submit mid-term essay. For students who want to be assisted in their
progress, a draft of the essay can be submitted for feedback by Wednesday,
November 17.
• Final version is due Wednesday, December 8.

Research protocols and interviews will be discussed and analyzed in class on November 3. At the end
of the course, the students will also prepare an interactive 20-minute presentation of their research
essay, which they will present in the three final class sessions.

2

Reading Requirements. In order to be able to complete the assignments, students will need to read
the course literature and master the relevant knowledge. The mini essay of research assignment #2
requires the students to integrate the course literature of part 2.
Literature integration. Students should include approximately 25 notes in the mini essay referring to
the texts assigned for the project. Endnotes and bibliography as well as title page and table of
content do not count towards the prescribed number of pages.
Research competencies. The research competencies in the course are identified by the three course
parts: critical reflection upon the relationships between normative bioethics and empirical research
(part 1), critical assessment of the ethical aspects of research in health care (part 2), and argument
development in specific topics in research ethics (part 3). Each Research Project will demonstrate
that the student has mastered the specific competency.
Relation of Projects with Essay. The mini essay may be integrated into the Research Essay but not in a
manner of cut-and-paste from one to the other. The Research Essay typically demonstrates that the
student has mastered a specific research competency. While the research papers are focused on one
specific competency, the course essay must demonstrate all three competencies. The course essay
furthermore is based on a self-selected thesis different for each student, while the topics of the
research papers are given and similar for all students.
a.2) Research Project #1: Interview and Research Protocol
This research project consists of two parts. The first part is a semi-structured interview of an adult. In
the interview, the interviewer tries to find out why (or why not) the interviewee would want to
participate in medical research and under which conditions. Interviews should last at least twenty
minutes, be recorded and transcribed. For this interview, students use the interview guide that will
be developed in class.
The second part of this research project consists of developing a research protocol for an empirical
study that attempts to find out why (or why not) people would want to participate in medical
research and under which conditions. To develop this research protocol, students rely on the
protocol summary form of Duquesne University Institutional Review Board.
a.4) Research Project #2: Informed consent form and mini essay
This project, too, consists of two parts. In the first part, students develop a consent form for the
study that they described in their research protocol (Research Project #1). To develop this research
protocol, students use the draft consent form of Duquesne University Institutional Review Board.
For the second part, students write a seven-page essay in which they critically evaluate the extent to
which research subjects may be put at risk in medical research from a normative ethical perspective.

b)

Course Schedule

Week 1: Tue Aug 24. Introduction to the course requirements, procedures and theme
Part 1 Empirical Methods for Bioethics
Required readings. The journal articles will be available through Blackboard.
Week 2: Tue Aug 31. The relationship between empirical data and bioethics
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Readings:
•
•
•

Borry, P., Schotsmans, P., & Dierickx, K. (2005). The birth of the empirical turn in
bioethics. Bioethics, 19(1), 49-71
Leget, C., Borry, P., & de Vries, R. (2009). 'Nobody tosses a dwarf!' The relation between
the empirical and the normative reexamined. Bioethics, 23(4), 226-235.
Kon, A. A. (2009). The role of empirical research in bioethics. Am J Bioeth, 9(6-7), 59-65.

Week 3: Tue Sept 7. Interviews
Readings:
•

Sankar, P., & Jones, N., L. (2008). Semi-structured Interviews in Bioethics Research. In L.
A. Siminoff & L. Jacoby (Eds.), Empirical Methods for Bioethics: A Primer (pp. 117-137).
Amsterdam: JAI Press Inc.

Week 4: Tue Sept 14. Content analysis
Readings:
•
•

Hsieh, H. F., & Shannon, S. E. (2005). Three approaches to qualitative content analysis.
Qual Health Res, 15(9), 1277-1288.
Forman, J., & Damschroder, L. (2008). Qualitative Content Analysis. In L. A. Siminoff & L.
Jacoby (Eds.), Empirical Methods for Bioethics: A Primer (pp. 39-62). Amsterdam: JAI
Press Inc.

Week 5: Tue Sept 21. Survey research
Readings:
•

Alexander, G. C., & Wynia, M. K. (2008). Survey Research in Bioethics. In L. A. Siminoff &
L. Jacoby (Eds.), Empirical Methods for Bioethics: A Primer (pp. 139-160). Amsterdam: JAI
Press Inc.

Part 2 Research Ethics
Week 6: Tue Sept 28. Research integrity and searching for an ethical framework for biomedical
research
Readings:
•

•

Resnik, D. B. (2018). Research Integrity. In D. B. Resnik (Ed.), The Ethics of Research with
Human Subjects: Protecting People, Advancing Science, Promoting Trust (pp. 235-256).
Cham: Springer.
Emanuel, E. J., Wendler, D., & Grady, C. (2008). An Ethical Framework for Biomedical
Research. In E. J. Emanuel, C. Grady, R. A. Crouch, R. K. Lie, F. G. M., & D. Wendler (Eds.),
The Oxford Textbook of Clinical Research Ethics (pp. 123-135). Oxford-New York: Oxford
University Press.
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•

Macklin, R. (2008). Appropriate Ethical Standards. In E. J. Emanuel, C. Grady, R. A.
Crouch, R. K. Lie, F. G. M., & D. Wendler (Eds.), The Oxford Textbook of Clinical Research
Ethics (pp. 711-718). Oxford-New York: Oxford University Press.

Week 7: Tue Oct 5. Historical background of research ethics and trust as the foundation for research
with human subjects
Readings:
•

•

Resnik, D. B. (2018). Historical Background. In D. B. Resnik (Ed.), The Ethics of Research
with Human Subjects: Protecting People, Advancing Science, Promoting Trust (pp. 13-51).
Cham: Springer.
Resnik, D. B. (2018). Trust as a Foundation for Research with Human Subjects. In D. B.
Resnik (Ed.), The Ethics of Research with Human Subjects: Protecting People, Advancing
Science, Promoting Trust (pp. 87-111). Cham: Springer.

Week 8: Tue Oct 12. Informed consent, Privacy and Confidentiality
Readings:
•

•

Resnik, D. B. (2018). Informed Consent. In D. B. Resnik (Ed.), The Ethics of Research with
Human Subjects: Protecting People, Advancing Science, Promoting Trust (pp. 113-147).
Cham: Springer.
Resnik, D. B. (2018). Privacy and Confidentiality. In D. B. Resnik (Ed.), The Ethics of
Research with Human Subjects: Protecting People, Advancing Science, Promoting Trust
(pp. 149-163). Cham: Springer.

Week 9: Tue Oct 19. Vulnerable subjects
Readings:
•

•

Resnik, D. B. (2018). Vulnerable Subjects. In D. B. Resnik (Ed.), The Ethics of Research with
Human Subjects: Protecting People, Advancing Science, Promoting Trust (pp. 215-234).
Cham: Springer.
ten Have, H. (2016). Vulnerability in the Context of Health Care and Bioethics
Vulnerability: Challenging Bioethics (pp. 37-60). New York, NY: Routledge.

Week 10: Tue Oct 26. Benefits and Responsiveness to Host Countries, Standard of care
Readings:
•

•

Emanuel, E. J. (2008). Benefits to Host Countries. In E. J. Emanuel, C. Grady, R. A. Crouch,
R. K. Lie, F. G. M., & D. Wendler (Eds.), The Oxford Textbook of Clinical Research Ethics
(pp. 719-728). Oxford-New York: Oxford University Press.
London, A. J. (2008). Responsiveness to Host Community Health Needs. In E. J. Emanuel,
C. Grady, R. A. Crouch, R. K. Lie, F. G. M., & D. Wendler (Eds.), The Oxford Textbook of
Clinical Research Ethics (pp. 737-744). Oxford-New York: Oxford University Press.
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•

The Standard of Care in Multinational Research. In E. J. Emanuel, C. Grady, R. A. Crouch,
R. K. Lie, F. G. M., & D. Wendler (Eds.), The Oxford Textbook of Clinical Research Ethics
(pp. 729-738). Oxford-New York: Oxford University Press.

Week 11: Tue Nov 2. No class (classes meet according to Monday schedule)
Week 12: Tue Nov 9. Discussion research protocols and group work interview analysis
Part 3 Special Topics in Research Ethics
Week 13: Tue Nov 16. Student presentations
Tue Nov 23. Thanksgiving break, no class
Week 14: Tue Nov 30. Student presentations
Week 15: Tue Dec 7. Student presentations

c)

Research Essay

The research essay will require students to substantively apply the Research Competencies of this
course to a particular topic in health research. For the essay, students choose an issue or topic in
research ethics (international research, research with children, animal research, ethics review
committees, research integrity). They develop a creative, critical argument regarding that issue or
topic. Before the conclusion, students add one additional section entitled ‘Suggestions for future
research.’ In that section they briefly present a proposal for an empirical study that, if ever
completed, could further sustain the ethical argument that was developed in the research essay.
Students in the Catholic program need to clarify throughout their essay how a Christian anthropology
informs the presented analysis. For them, the empirical project that is proposed in the section
‘Suggestions for future research’ needs to pay attention to Roman Catholic views.
Requirements:
1. Start to reflect on the thesis of your course essay from the beginning of the course.
2. Thesis, a 500 words abstract, outline, and basic bibliography to be submitted by Friday,
October 22.
3. Students will receive general feedback in class and individual feedback through Blackboard.
4. Submit a copy of the essay by date assigned.
5. The course essay length should be at least 25 pages, double-spacing; the main body of text;
title page, table of content, endnotes and bibliography do not count towards the 25 pages.
6. Students must adopt the format of the Chicago Manual of Style, as required by the College
for dissertation submissions.
7. Students can quote from publications in any language, but need to provide an English
translation.
8. Select an Essay Title that reflects a research thesis.
9. Make a Title page and a separate Table of Content.
10. Present a brief Introduction and Conclusion.
11. Notes to the references made in the essay.
a. Use end notes (as opposed to foot notes at the bottom of the page).
b. Do not use notes for narrative explanations – they belong in the main text.
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c. There should be approximately 100 end notes in the essay.
12. Bibliography. List all the references in alphabetical order. Only list items actually referred to
in the essay.
13. Divisions and subdivisions. Use major divisions (headings) and subdivisions (subheadings),
evenly distributed throughout the essay, to lay out the sequence of concepts and arguments.
14. Use of online references. Online references must be accurately identified with complete web
address etc., including the date of access. Students are requested to critically deal with
content from the internet.
HCE Handbook. The Center for Global Health Ethics has developed a Handbook of Policies,
Procedures, and Guidelines to guide students in all curriculum related matters.
Course grade. There will be no examinations. The course grade will be assigned based on the quality
of the course research essay and the two research projects. The grade will be a combination of 10%
for each of the two research projects, 10% for class presentations, and 70% for the final essay.
No midterm grades will be assigned. End of term grades will be assigned adopting grading policy in
the McAnulty College and Graduate School of Liberal Arts, as follows:
A
AB+
B
BC+
C
F

4.0
3.7
3.3
3.0
2.7
2.3
2.0
0.0

distinguished scholarly work

normal progress towards degree

warning; student subject to departmental action

Academic integrity. This syllabus incorporates the “Expectations of Academic Integrity.” Cheating and
plagiarism cannot be tolerated. All relevant policies of the McAnulty College and Graduate School of
Liberal Arts apply.
Reasonable accommodations. Students with documented disabilities are entitled to reasonable
accommodations if needed. If you need accommodations, please contact the Office of Freshman
Development and Special Student Services in 309 Duquesne Union (412-396-6657) as soon as
possible. Accommodations cannot always be granted retrospectively.
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