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A Spiritan brother is credited for creating
a fruit that is loved around the globe.

ment—also known as Vital
According to Spiritan history, Brother Marie-Cle
es of mandarin that became known as the
Rodier—used donated land to develop a speci
Clementine fruit.
France. He ﬁrst wanted to become a
Marie-Clement was born in 1839 in Malveille,
lifestyle too austere. Instead, he joined the
Carthusian monk at Valbonne, but found the
Algeria, where his uncle was a brother.
Brothers of the Annunciation at Misserghin in
anage in Misserghin, a village near
The Brothers of the Annunciation ran an orph
land into an agricultural estate, with
Oran, on donated land. The Brothers turned the
ria trained on the land and it was here
famous nurseries. Orphans from France and Alge
and citrus trees.
that Marie-Clement worked among the vines
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the rarest varieties…he
collection of rose bushes with almost 600 of
ornamental ones, not to speak of the marvelous
admiration of
, notably a species of mandarin, which won the
even developed many types of plants and fruits
the Clementine.”
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a delicious taste and,
Its fruit was redder than a mandarin and had
was neither a mandarin tree nor an orange tree.
As he was interested in
it.
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Arab told Brother Clement after having taste
moreover, it had no pith. This is what a young
s tree. The operation
elf to make grafts with slips from this miraculou
these fruits, our arborculturist took it upon hims
the new tree was called a Clementine tree.”
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cting pollen for honey making. The bee went
The latter was following a bee that was colle
a red ribbon to the ﬂower
such cross fertilization? The Brother attached
onto a mandarin tree. What could come from
when it matured and
it produced. He made a seedling from the fruit
of mandarin tree and kept an eye on the fruit
obtained a Clementine.”
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He died in 1904.
year later, Brother Clement became a Spiritan.
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