Peace Index – Tel Aviv University
A longitudinal research project which uses monthly surveys of Jews and Palestinians to measure
trends on their feelings toward each other and the Israel-Palestinian conflict.
Is Conflict Religious?
In 2011, found this:

Is Two-state solution dead? (See Palestinian polls too)
From September, 2015

Tension between wanting peace and not believing it’s possible
From January, 2016

Palestinian Center for Policy and Survey Research (PSR) – From 12/15
ISIS
An overwhelming majority of 88% believes that ISIS is a radical group that does not represent true
Islam and 7% believe it does represent true Islam. 5% are not sure or do not know. In the Gaza Strip,
10% (compared to 5% in the West Bank) say ISIS represents true Islam.77% support and 20% oppose
the war waged by Arab and Western countries against ISIS.
Stabbing Attacks
We also asked the public in an open-ended question about the motivation of the little school girls who
participate in stabbing attacks: 41% said they believe they are driven by national motivation; 26% said
the motivation was personal; and 16% said the motivation was religious. 11% said it was a
combination of national and religious motivations.
Religious fears
An overwhelming majority believes that al Haram al Sharif is in grave danger: 51% believe that Israel
intends to destroy al-Aqsa Mosque and the Dome of the Rock and replace them with a Jewish temple;
17% believe that it intends to divide the plateau on which the two mosques sit so that Jews would have
a synagogue alongside the Muslim holy places; and 9% believe that Israel intends to change the status
quo prevailing in the plateau since 1967 by allowing Jews to pray there. Only 11% believe that Israel is
interested in maintaining the status quo without change.
Peace Process and two-state solution:




In the absence of negotiations, 60% support return to an armed intifada and an identical
percentage supports peaceful popular resistance.
Support for a two-state solution continues to decline, standing today at 45%.
65% believe the two state solution is no longer practical due to settlement construction and
75% believe that the chances for the creation of a Palestinian state during the next five years
are slim to non-existent.

Palestinian Center for Public Opinion – from Nov 2015

Religion & Creation of State?



Theodore Herzl in 1897 – cultural, national, not religious
Though, to be fair, there had been contemporary aspirations & movements based on religious
& situational motivations, including Hovevei Zion, some twenty years before (Montifoire
using Tuoro’s will money). Though this too was primarily agricultural-based on the surface.

Contemporary Zionism which led to the nation-state of Israel today was founded primarily on
nationalist, not religious, aspirations borne out of anti-Semitism & persecution, though to be sure
spiritual aspirations were tied up in the idea of Israel being the location for movement. Though this
was NOT about fulfilling mitzvot. It was about creating settlements of Jewish autonomy in Jews’
ancient land.

Argument: religiosity of Americans are responsible for conflict
Study from Pew shows US to be wild outlier amongst Western nations and on wealth/poverty
expectation curve:

Interestingly, Palestinians are slightly below curve based on expectations, and Israelis slightly above.
Anshel Pfefer vs. Noam Shiezaf on role of religion in conflict

Religion having disproportionate influence in Israeli politics
Likud party formed the coalition with the Jewish Home, United Torah Judaism, Kulanu, and Shas, with
the bare minimum 61 seats.

Pew Israel Society Study

Jews think Democracy Should Trump Jewish Law, but Jews should be preferred…
Exhibit A: Democracy over Judaism

Exhibit B: Jews should get preferential treatment

Arabs (Christian/Muslim): Democracy should trump Jewish Law, but …
The survey shows that Israeli Arabs generally do not think Israel can be a Jewish state and a democracy
at the same time. This view is expressed by majorities of Muslims, Christians and Druze. And
overwhelmingly, all three of these groups say that if there is a conflict between Jewish law and
democracy, democracy should take precedence.
But this does not mean most Arabs in Israel are committed secularists. In fact, many Muslims and
Christians support the application of their own religious law to their communities. Fully 58% of
Muslims favor enshrining sharia as official law for Muslims in Israel, and 55% of Christians favor
making the Bible the law of the land for Christians.
1) Existential fears as precipitating factor
2) US religiosity

