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After a two-year long hiatus, Evergreen’s annual
Waste-is-Wack has returned. Reduced campus
activities during the Covid-19 pandemic
resulted in the cancellation of the 2020 and
2021 installments, but this year’s event was
better than ever. For those who have not had
the opportunity to attend in the past, Waste-is-
Wack is an event held in honor of Earth Day that
is dedicated to spreading awareness about
sustainability and ways to live more
environmentally-friendly at Duquesne. Every
year, various tables with food, activities, and
free items geared toward the environment line
A-Walk along with food trucks and outdoor
games. This year’s event was held on Friday,
April 22 - the 52nd annual Earth Day. The
weather was sunny and warm, allowing for a
great turnout. Students were busy visiting each
of the tables, as lines formed for some of the
most popular activities and give-a-ways.
Highlights included succulent pot painting,
canvas bag decorating, a used-clothing swap,
free metal straws, a bean bag toss, and an
Auntie Anne’s food truck. It is safe to say that
the return of Waste-is Wack was a success.
What a great way to celebrate Earth Day! Thank
you to all those at Evergreen for putting
together such a wonderful event.

Look out for more fun environmental events 
from Evergreen on Campus Link!
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UNIVERSITY 

SUSTAINABILITY 

COMMITTEE

by Mary Kate Ranii and John Stolzby Gabriella Zuccolotto

Throughout the Fall 2021 semester, the Center for
Environmental Research and Education (CERE)
hosted a campus-wide competition for students to
design and paint a mural on the back wall of the
CERE office. Participants were asked to submit
designs that reflect the department’s dedication
to environmental protection and sustainability.

Freshman, Clara Krohn, was selected as the
winner of the competition. After choosing to
pursue a degree in Biology/Pre-Med and play
soccer at Duquesne, Krohn thought her time in the
arts had concluded. “The mural competition gave
me a chance to do what I love again and to do it
for a good cause.”

When asked why she felt it was important to
incorporate the arts into sustainability initiatives,
Krohn said, “Art is a special form of
communication. It stimulates not only the mind
but also the heart. Rather than just spitting out
impersonal facts, it provokes the viewer’s emotion
on a critical subject such as this: the sustainability
of nature.”

Krohn’s design will feature a pair of humans
scooping water, dirt and roots from the Earth,
representing environmental degradation caused
by humans. From the removed pieces of Earth, the
Duquesne dove – a symbol of the Holy Spirit and
often a messenger to preserve God’s creation –
emerges. The image of the dove being released
from the hands symbolizes the human ability to
conserve nature.

Duquesne University will have an official
University Sustainability Committee starting July,
1, 2022!

The charge of the committee will be to promote
Duquesne University’s sustainability efforts in
building a resilient campus. The committee will
foster opportunities for multidisciplinary
engagement across academic units, facilities, and
university leadership. These activities will enhance
recruitment and retention, diversity and inclusion,
highlight research, support the Bridges common
learning experience, and advance the university’s
status as a premier Catholic institution in
sustainability.

The exploratory committee was composed of Dr.
Sarah Wright, Dr. Daniel Scheid, Dr. Robert Sroufe,
and Dr. John Stolz and supported by faculty and
staff across schools and departments including
Drs. Will Adams, Erica Beidler, Megan Blaskowitz,
Gerald Boodoo, Elena Donoso Brown, Mike Irwin,
John Kern,Tom Kinnahan, Amber Kolesar, Lisa
Levers, Gerry Magill, Jaime Muñoz, Brady Porter,
Philip Reeder, Khlood Salman, Andrew Simpson,
Rebecca Schoen, Nagaraj Sivasubramaniam,
William Spangler, and Adrian Wright-Fitzgerald.
Special thanks go to Dr. Jeff Miller, Senior Vice
Provost, for his assistance with the proposal.

“…future generations will never forgive us if we
miss the opportunity to protect our common
home.” Pope Francis, Laudato Si’

Logo courtesy of www.laudatosi.va
Photo courtesy of Brianna Marks
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BE MINDFUL DURING MOVE-OUT
By: Brianna Marks

Sustainable Move-Out Tips:
• Use reusable bins instead of cardboard

boxes to transfer items. The bins can
also be used to store your stuff over the
summer and provide extra storage space
in your dorm during the school year.

• Donate unwanted clothes, shoes,
and bedding. Bring gently used items to
your local thrift store.2 You can also add
clothes to the Clothing Drive donation
bin in the Towers lobby!

• Sell or donate old textbooks. Check out
websites such as Chegg and Amazon to
see how much your textbook
is worth.2 If selling is not an option, you
can always donate your textbooks to the
bookstore or library or give it to a friend
who may need it. Anything but putting
them in the trash.

• Reuse notebooks and binders. Instead
of throwing that half-finished notebook
away and spending money on a
new one, reuse your old notebooks for
next year. Simply remove the used
pages, recycle them, and voila! You can
also remove the blank pages and keep
them for scratch paper. Just remember
that the notebook covers and binding
cannot be recycled.

• Recycle when possible. Be conscious of
the waste that you are creating by
ensuring that you are recycling whatever
you can. Items such as plastic water
bottles, aluminum cans, and paper are
recycled almost everywhere. Make sure
to throw them in the recycling bin
instead of the trash.

Finals week is a stressful but exciting time of the
semester because it means summer is just around
the corner. However, this is also the time of the year
when the most waste is created. During move-out,
students throw away their unwanted decorations,
clothing, food, and school supplies in an effort to
reduce the volume that needs to be transported
home. This is especially appealing for students who
live long distances from Duquesne. While this
practice makes packing and unpacking easier for
students, it creates large amounts of waste. That is
why this year, the Center for Environmental
Research and Education (CERE) has created a way
for you to reduce the waste you create during move-
out: a clothing drive.
Over 84% of all of the clothing will be thrown away
and taken to a landfill. In fact, every year the
average American throws away more than 80
pounds of clothing. These items can take over 200
years to fully decompose.1 While this may seem
intimidating, CERE has developed a clothing drive so
students have an easy way to reduce their textile
footprints. Throughout the final weeks of the
semester, a large bin will be placed in the lobby of
Towers. This bin will be available to all students who
wish to donate their unwanted, gently-used clothing
items instead of throwing them in the trash. Simply,
bring your donations to the bin and those at CERE
will take care of the rest! Another great way to
reduce clothing waste is to shop second-hand, so if
you see something in the bin that you like, feel free
to take it.
CERE asks that you be mindful of the items that you
are donating. Do not donate any used socks or
undergarments, clothing with holes, dirty clothes, or
single pieces of jewelry. All items will be donated to
Saint Vincent de Paul Society. Take advantage of
this great opportunity to reduce the waste you
create!

See the list on the right for more sustainable move-
out tips.

References
1. Brown, R. (2021, January 8). The environmental crisis caused by textile waste. Recycling 
& Waste Management Services For Business. Retrieved May 2, 2022, from 
https://www.roadrunnerwm.com/blog/textile-waste-environmental-crisis?hs_amp=true
2. Spanias, L. (2017, April 16). Tips for a Sustainable Move-Out. Harvey Mudd College. 
Retrieved May 2, 2022, from https://www.hmc.edu/hcsed/2017/04/16/tips-sustainable-
move/

Photo courtesy of Gabriella Zuccolotto

https://www.roadrunnerwm.com/blog/textile-waste-environmental-crisis?hs_amp=true
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DU DESIGNATED A TREE 

CAMPUS

by Mary Kate Ranii

by Gabriella Zuccolotto This past year, Duquesne University was officially
honored as a Tree Campus Higher Education by
the Arbor Day Foundation!

This designation reflects Duquesne’s
commitment to managing campus as an urban
forest and engaging staff and students in
conservation goals. Only 10% university campus’s
hold this designation!

“We know this green environment has enormous
benefits [for students] and our entire campus
community of staff and faculty,” said Bill Zilcosky,
senior director of facility services and operations.

To achieve this designation Duquesne:
• Maintains a tree advisory committee
• Has a campus tree-care plan
• Dedicates annual funding for the tree program
• Observes Arbor Day
• Hosts student service-learning projects

Duquesne’s Facilities team hosted tree plantings
on April 28 (Genesius Theatre lawn), April 29
(Bayer Learning Center Lawn), and April 30
(Locust Street Hill). This effort was led by Kristen
Spirl, Grounds Supervisor.

Logo courtesy of Arbor Day Foundation: Photo courtesy of Mary Kate Ranii

CERE COMPLETES STARS 

AND GHG EMISSIONS 

INVENTORY REPORTS 

For the second year in a row, Duquesne
University has achieved a silver ranking in the
Sustainability, Tracking, Assessment & Ranking
System (STARS). A program of the Association for
the Advancement of Sustainability in Higher
Education (AASHE), STARS is a reporting system
used by universities around the world to monitor
their sustainability performance over time.
Duquesne University completed their first STARS
report in 2019.

Additionally, the Center for Environmental
Research and Education (CERE) recently
completed their ninth greenhouse gas (GHG)
emissions inventory. This report found that the
university emitted 41,562.40 MT eCO2 or 5.07
MT eCO2 per weighted campus user. In FY21, the
co-generation facility was the largest contributor
of GHG emissions, accounting for 63.65% of total
emissions. Student and employee commuting,
the second-largest contributor, accounted for
19.72% of total emissions. Purchased electricity
(electricity not generated at the co-generation
facility) made up 14.6% of total emissions.
However, these emissions are completely offset
by Duquesne’s purchasing of renewable energy
credits (RECs).

To view both the STARS and GHG Emissions
reports, visit www.duq.edu/about/sustainability/

Photo courtesy of AASHE STARS  

http://www.duq.edu/about/sustainability/
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By: Brian Wagner

For the Spring 2022 MBA Sustainable Business
Practices consulting projects, a renewable energy
provider (cannot be named due to a non-disclosure
agreement) enlisted a team of MBAs to help them
determine if it is feasible for their company to
electrify Ellwood City, PA in a way that was profitable
and scalable to other rural American towns. The
energy provider has a vision of electrifying
transportation in rural America by installing electric
vehicle (EV) charging stations at their manufacturing
customers’ offices, job sites, and EV drivers’
residences. The fleets of EV would help to reduce the
manufacturing company’s total cost of ownership
(TCO) and greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions. The
energy provider is primarily concerned with how this
project would impact their manufacturing customers,
the utility providers, the town of Ellwood City, and
their own bottom line.

Through research and data analysis, the team found
that:
The Companies
● The total savings for 20 EV trucks over 7 years is 
approximately $560,000
● The annual Social Cost of Carbon savings for a fleet 
of 20 trucks each year is $10,650

The Utilities
● Residential electricity use increases by 25-40% 
when EVs are charged at home
● Time of use (TOU) Rates have a significant impact 
on establishing capacity charges and incentives
● Dollar per Gallon- equivalent (DPGe) shows 
remarkable cost and emissions savings

The Town
● EVs could save rural drivers, such as Ellwood 
residents, $1,900 - $2,800 per year
● Ellwood City could be left behind if they are 
slow to change, as the population is declining 
by 0.84% annually
● Electrifying the town could increase local 
business revenues & economic opportunities

Renewable Energy Company
● Estimates that there will be fleets of 8 
million EVs by 2030 in the US
● Fleet charging services market of nearly $15 
billion annually by 2030
● Large investments from local, state and 
federal government for charging 
infrastructure in rural America
● The project protects millions of dollars 
revenue for only $51k over 10 years

Relevant UN Sustainable Development Goals 
aligned with this Project
· UNSDG 3 – Good Health and Well-Being
· UNSDG 7 – Affordable and Clean Energy
· UNSDG 8 – Decent Work and Economic 
Growth
· UNSDG 9 – Industry, Innovation, and 
Infrastructure
· UNSDG 11 – Sustainable Cities and 
Communities
· UNSDG 13 – Climate Action
· UNSDG 15 – Life on Land

Photo courtesy of SemaConnect

Photo courtesy of TIP Europe
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TO LEARN MORE ABOUT 

SUSTAINABILITY AT DU

By: Mary Kate Ranii

Visit Duquesne University's sustainability website
at www.duq.edu/sustainability.

There you will find University Greenhouse Gas
Inventories for the last decade, as well as
comprehensive sustainability reports (AASHE
STARS), and the University Sustainability Plan
from 2015.

Duquesne’s campus garden, located on
Academic Walk next to Laval House, is ready
for another productive growing season!

Students have been tending to seedlings for
weeks inside the safety of Mellon Hall, under
the guidance of Dr. Brady Porter. Soon these
seedlings will be transferred to the raised
beds outside.

The campus garden helps address a number
of environmental issues on campus. It
supports pollinators, increases biodiversity,
decreases rainwater runoff, and offers a
haven for member of the campus
community.

Right now the Campus Garden Team is
planning to plant: tomatoes, basil, parsley,
eggplants, peppers, nasturtium, and more!

We need your help! Sign up to volunteer
with planting and tending the garden this
summer. Email envscience@duq.edu to get
involved.

All food will be donated to local
organizations. Laster year we donated to the
Good Food Project in Millvale, a project of
412 Food Rescue.

Photos courtesy of Dr. John Stolz and Dr. Brady Porter

CAMPUS GARDEN: CALL FOR 

SUMMER VOLUNTEERS

http://www.duq.edu/sustainability
mailto:envscience@duq.edu

